SC indicates forming committee 
fo resolve deadlock; not 
a solution, say farmers 
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Relay hunger strike by Katchal 
Tamil settlers enters 24th day 


= Standoff intensifies as Admn. fails fo initiate dialogue 


RAZIA BEGUM 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ The 
protest by the Katchal Settlers’ 
Welfare Association entered its 29th 


day on Thursday, while 
agitators are continuing the 
relay hunger strike 
simultaneously for the 24th 
day today as the UT 
administration has taken no 
steps to initiate a dialogue 
with the protestors. Despite 
pleas to the authorities, no 
steps have been so far taken to 
speak to the agitators to 
arrive at a consensus and end 


the stalemate. “This is 
absolute apathy being 
exhibited by the 


administration towards the 
remote population of 


Katchal. This is the 29th day of 
protest and 24th day of relay hunger 
strike by members of the Katchal 
Settlers’ Welfare Association that 


includes elderly citizens, women and 
children.However, the administration 
has failed to take any steps to redress 
our grievances. Despite promise, the 
authorities have failed to fulfill the 





resettlement commitment made in 
the past. People are suffering here. 
Women and children are falling ill, 
but are firm on their demands. 


However, the administration has 
preferred to turn a blind eye. Neither 
the Deputy Commissioner of Nicobar 
has visited Katchal nor any senior 
official has been deputed by the 
administration to address the 
issue,” said Mr Lawrence a 
member of the association. 
The agitators had recently 
served an ultimatum to the UT 
Administration declaring to 
intensify the agitation if their 
demand for resettlement is not 
met at the earliest. They are 
firm on the demand for a visit 
by the Deputy Commissioner 
of Nicobar to Katchal to hear 
their grievances and take 
appropriate steps for redressal. 
Members of the Katchal 
Settlers’ Welfare Association 
had recently carried out a 
symbolic funeral procession 
accusing the administration of paying 
no need to the grievances of the 
remote population. (Contd. on page-6) 


Chakraborty Hospital: Leader in providing 
Chemotherapy services in isles 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ Meet 
Shanta (name changed), a patient 
of CaBuccal Cavity (oral cancer). 
She was diagnosed with the 
disease three month ago in the 
Chakraborty Hospital. Along 


with initial treatment, she 
required to undergo 
chemotherapy. That the 


Chakraborty Hospital, Dollygunj 
has a Chemotherapy Unit, came 
to her as aray of hope and she 
received fourcycles of 
chemotherapy in CMSH and is 
much better today. “Earlier I 
could not open my mouth atall, it 


Tree crashes over parked 
cargo vehicle at Phoenix Bay 


SYED ARSHAD 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ A mishap was averted on 
Wednesday when huge branches of a tree came down 
crashing on a parked cargo vehicle at Phoenix Bay. 
According to reports, the incident occurred during 


©} lines. Fortunately, 
=" no one suffered 

“A injuries in 
; “= mishap. 


following which normal power supply was restored in 


the area. 


Khalsa Public School felicitating social worker and 
Founder President of Muthu’s team @ Social Work, 
Mr Muthuswamy, for his humanitarian services to 
the people of these islands during the COVID-19 
pandemic. (EOI Pix) 
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was completely locked, but now 
after receiving chemotherapy 
here, my mouth opens well and I 
can eat normal food today”, saida 
beaming with life Mrs Shanta, 
who had to be on liquid diet only 
but now is able to eat normally. 
Sharing the joy of the patient, 
Dr Sudip Chakraborty, the 
Chairman of the Hospital, 
informed that Chemotherapy is 
being provided in Chakraborty 
Hospital under the able guidance 
of Dr Tajinder Singh, Oncologist, 
through teleconferencing from 
Mumbai. (Contd. on page-6) 


inclement weather 
today. Big stems of 
the tree crashed on 
the cargo tipper 
badly damaging the 
vehicle as_ also 
nearby electricity 


the 
As per reports, 


to the spot after 
the 
information. 
with 
equipments, fire 
fighters cleared the 
debris from the spot 
after which 
normalcy restored 
in the region. 


spot and carried out 
repair works 
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Negative RTPCRtest report mandatory 
for air passengers arriving PB 


RAZIA BEGUM 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ To Keep a check on the rising coronavirus 
cases, the A&N Administration on Tuesday issued strict guidelines for 
travellers or visitors coming to the Islands from mainland to carry RT- 
PCR negative test report with them before boarding to avoid 
inconvenience on arrival at VSI airport. The circular to this effect 
stated that all the airline operations should advise their incoming 
passengers at the time of reservation of tickets to carry a valid negative 
RT-PCR test report issued by an ICMR recognized laboratory to avoid 
inconvenience on arrival at Port Blair. The new guidelines were issued 
by the Commissioner-cum-Secretary (CA) on Tuesday in view of 
detection of a significant number of Covid-19 positive cases by Rapid 
Antigen Test (RAT) at VSI airport. The Health Bulletin issued by the 
Health department on a daily basis is testimony to the fact that many 
passengers arriving from mainland are reported Covid-19 positive. 
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KARTIK 


MAYABUNDER, DEC 
16/--/ Petrol and diesel 
has almost exhausted 
the ANIIDCO petrol 
outlets in North & 
Middle Andaman. Due 
to shortage, ANIIDCO 
petrol outlets are forced 
to rationalize petrol & 
diesel tothe consumers. 
According to ANIIDCO 
sources, because the 
National Highways 
Development 
Corporation Ltd 
(NHIDCL)hastakenupa 
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Consumers face shortage 
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Renault TRIBER (Now with AMT) 
Price starting at ¥ 5.12 Lakh* 
Benefits up to ~ 55 000** 


The Supreme Court today indicated that it may form a committee having representatives of fhe government and farmer 
eRe ew TRO m eee Cel mien UCM meee mem eee emele(e 
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a new panel fo break the stalemate on the three new agri laws, as indicated by the Supreme Court, is nof a solution 
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swith? DALE LUO! 
Exclusive Premium Lubricant Point 
MB-63, Maulana Azad Road, on 
Phoenix Bay, Port Blair - 744101 M bil 
(Andaman and Nicobar Islands) 
Tel:- #913192-238981 (s) | Fax:- #913192-239451 
Mob:- +9434260051, 9434293951, 


9732472111, +919564040101, 9933211010 
Email:- lordbalajilubricants@yahoo.co.in 
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(Contd. on page-6) 


of petrol, diesel in N&M 
activities. Theshortage 
has hit the general 


bi li 


Slew of major road 


the demand for diesel& publicthe worstas they 
petrol in the N&M hadtosatisfy with only 
Andaman hasincreased limited quality of fuel 


due to rationalization. 
Almost all the small 
fuel outlets in this part 
of the islands are closed 
down dueto shortage. 


manifold. NHIDCL is 
consuming huge quality 
of fuel for machineries 
used for carrying out 
the road construction 
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Special Arrangement of: Bridal Mehandi A to Z Designs 
Booking for: Marriages, Engagement Anniversary, Birthday & 
Any Festivals. 


Please Contact: 9531844731 / 9679519497 








Renault KWID (Now with AMT) 
Price starting at ~ 3.08 Lakh* 
Benefits up to ~ 50 000° 


“4 








For a test drive, Call on 1800 315 4444. Select variants available in CSD. Special offers for Defence Personnel, Government, PSU and Corporate Employees. 
KWID and TRIBER available through CSD. For bulk enquiries, contact corpsales@renault.com 


Terms and conditions apply. #Prices mentioned above are for base variant for ex-showroom Port Blair for each model and are exclusive of local taxes. *The benefits up to SO 000 for KWID include Cash benefit of up to 7 20 O00, Exchange benefit of up to f 20 000 & 
Loyalty Benefit of 7 10 000 (which includes Exchange benefit on Renault model or Cash discount on buying additional Renault model) on select versions. ##The benefits up to % 55 000 for TRIBER includes Cash benefit of up to % 20 000, Exchange benefit of ¥ 25 000, 
Loyalty benefit of 10 000 (which includes Exchange benefit on Renault model or Cash discount on buying additional Renault model) on select versions. “The benefits up to 7 75 000 for DUSTER applicable includes Cash Benefit of up to 7 20 000, Exchange benefit 
of up to 2 35 000, Loyalty benefit up to f 20 000 (which includes exchange benefit on Renault model or Cash discount on buying additional Renault model) on select versions. ““Easy Care Package of 3 years or 50 000 km is eligible only for existing DUSTER owners 
(any version) buying an additional DUSTER 1.3L Turbo or Exchange existing DUSTER (any version) with DUSTER 1.3L Turbo. Corporate/PSU/Defence Personnel/Government Employee/Professionals benefits applicable for each model are basis eligibility of the 
customer and based on submission of required proof by the customer. Offers may vary across variants and cities. The above mentioned offers & benefits are valid till 31st Decernber 2020 and are through Renault dealership. For detailed offers, visit 
www.renault.co.in/offers. Renault India Pvt. Ltd. reserves the right to change or modify the mentioned schemes and conditions without prior notice. Renault India Pvt. Ltd. shall not be liable for any loss or damage arising from your failure to comply or understand the 
offer details. In the event of any dispute, all matters shall be governed by all applicable laws of India and Court at Gurugram shall have the exclusive jurisdiction. For detailed terms and conditions, please visit www.renault.co.in 
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India's COVID active caseload declines to 3.32 lakh; 
below 40K daily cases reported for past 17 days 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ 
Continuing the trend of contraction 
of coronavirus cases, India's 
COVID-19 active caseload now 
stands at 3,32,002 comprising 3.34 
per cent of the total number of 
infections reported in the country, 
the Union health ministry said 
today. 

A total 26,382 people were 
found to be infected with COVID-19 
in India in a single day, as per the 
health ministry's latest data update 


33,813 new recoveries ensuring a 
net decline of 7,818 cases in the 
active caseload. "India has 
recorded less than 40,000 daily new 
cases since the last 17 days," the 
ministry underlined. The figure of 
new cases per million population 
in India in the last seven days -- 147 
-- is one of the lowest in the world, 
it said. Total recoveries have 
surpassed 94.5 lakhs (94,56,449). 
The ministry said 76.43 per cent of 
the new recovered cases are 


the maximum number of single day 
recoveries with 5,066 newly 
recovered cases. A total of 4,395 
people recovered in Maharashtra 
in a span of 24 hours followed by 
2,965 in West Bengal. The ministry 
said 75.84 per cent of the new cases 
of infection are from 10 states and 
UTs. Kerala continues to report the 
highest daily new cases at 5,218. It 
is followed by Maharashtra and 
West Bengal with 3,442 and 2,289 
new cases respectively. AS many as 


ministry said Wednesday. Ten states 
and UTs account for 75.19 per cent 
of the new deaths. Maharashtra saw 
the maximum casualties at 70.West 
Bengal and Delhi followed with 45 
and 41 daily deaths respectively. 
Daily deaths in India are ona 
sustained decline. Less than 500 
daily deaths have been registered 
for the last 11 days, the ministry 
said. New deaths per million 
population in India in the last seven 
days (2) is one of the lowest 


on Wednesday. During the same 
period, the country also registered 


observed to be concentrated in 10 
states and UTs. Kerala has reported 


387 case fatalities have been 
reported in a span of 24 hours, the 


numbers in the world, the ministry 
said. (PTI) 


Delhi aggressively tackling COVID; positivity 
rate lowest since May: Health minister 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ 
Delhi is "aggressively 
tackling" the COVID-19 
situation and not only has 
the positivity rate dipped to 
below two per cent, it is also 
the lowest figure since May, 
Union health minister 
Satyendar Jain said today. 
Interacting with 
newspersons, Jain also said 
that the severity of the 
pandemic has come down, 
but people still need to be 
vigilant and observe all 
safety norms. "The 
positivity rate recorded 
yesterday (Tuesday) stood 
at 1.9 per cent. I think itis 
the lowest figure till date, 
though I will need to look 





into data to tell exactly. But, 
for sure, it is the lowest 
positivity rate since May. 
This indicates an improved 
COVID-19 situation in 
Delhi," he said. 

Delhi recorded 1,617 
fresh COVID-19 cases on 
Tuesday with over 85,000 
tests conducted. The death 
toll mounted to 10,115 with 
41 new fatalities. The 
positivity rate on December 
3-7 had successively dipped 
to 4.96 per cent, 4.78 per 
cent, 4.2 per cent, 3.68 per 
cent and 3.15 per cent, 
respectively. 

However, on December 
8, it had risen again to 4.23 
per cent, falling again to 


3.42 per cent on December 9 
and 2.46 per cent on 
December 10. It had risen to 
3.33 per cent again on 
December 11 and fell again 
to 2.64 per cent on 
December 12, and rose 
marginal again to 2.74 on 
December 13, and fell again 
to 2.15 per cent on 
December 14. 

These 1617 fresh cases 
came out of 85,105 tests 
conducted the previous day, 
including 42,056 RT-PCR 
tests and 438,049 rapid 
antigen tests, according to 
the latest bulletin issued by 
the Delhi health 
department. "The positivity 
rate has stayed below 3 per 


A farmer bathes as he gets ready at the site of a protest against farm bills passed by 
Parliament, at the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh border in Ghaziabad—REUTERS 


Delhicourtawards 7-year 
-jailto ISIS operative 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ 
A Delhi court today 
awarded seven-years jail 
term to an ISIS operative for 
conspiring to commit terror 
acts in the country. Tamil 
Nadu-based Mohamed 
Naser Packeer was deported 
from Republic of Sudan and 
arrested in the case on 
December 11, 2015. The 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) had told the 
court that during the probe, 
it was found that there wasa 
larger conspiracy by the ISIS 
operators in India and 


abroad for recruitment of 
resident and non-resident 
Indians and identity of such 
associates were being 
ascertained. NIA had 
alleged that during 
interrogation, Naser had 
disclosed names and mobile 
numbers of some active 
members and sympathisers 
of ISIS and identity of such 
associates were being 
ascertained. Special Judge 
Parveen Singh awarded 
Naser the punishment for 
the offences of criminal 
conspiracy (120-B), 


punishable under the IPC, 
and section 18 (conspires to 
commit a terror act), 18-B 
(recruiting persons for 
terrorist act), 38 (being a 
member of a_ terror 
organisation) and _ 39 
(supporting a_ terrorist 
organisation) of the 
stringent Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 
his lawyer Quasar Khan said. 
Advocate Khan said Naseer, 
an engineer by profession, 
had pleaded guilty and 
prayed for leniency from the 
court. (PTI) 


Centre for ‘animation, visual 


cent since December 12, and 
below 5 per cent since 
December 38. So, it is 
definitely a downward 
trend," Jain said. Later, he 
also shared on Facebook, 
figures on current COVID-19 
situation in Delhi, and said 
"Delhi is aggressively 
tackling corona". Asked 
about the availability of 
ICU beds for COVID-19 
patients, he said on an 
average about 50 per cent 
are vacant, but in some 
private hospitals, the 
occupancy of such beds is 
80-90 per cent. The highest 
single-day spike till date -- 
8,593 cases -- was reported 
on November 11. 


Asked about the sit-in 
by mayors in front of the 
chief minister's residence, 
he alleged that it was alla 
"political move" to "derail 
the farmers' agitation". 
"Look at the timing of their 
protest, they started soon 
after the CM had gone to 
meet the farmers at the 
Singhu Border," he said. The 
mayors of the three BJP-led 
municipal corporations and 
other civic leaders from the 
party have been sitting ona 
dharna for the last 10 days, 
seeking release of funds 
worth Rs 13,000 crore in 
total, which they claim is 
"due to the civic bodies". 
(PTI) 


Give up ego on metrocar shed 
project: Ex-CM Fadnavis 
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Nirbhaya case: 8 years later, 
parents say will fight for justice 
in sexual assault cases 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ 
Kight years after a 
harrowing incident 
changed her life and the 
uphill battle that 
followed to ensure that 
her daughter's culprits 


were punished, 
Nirbhaya's mother Asha 
Devi has bravely 


resolved to fight for 
bringing justice’ to 
survivors and victims of 
sexual assault. 

"My fight for justice 
isn't over with the 
hanging of my 
daughter's convicts and 
will continue for getting 
justice for other rape 
victims as well," she 
said. On the intervening 
night of December 16 
and 17, 2012, a 23-year- 
old physiotherapy 
intern, who later came to 
be known as Nirbhaya -- 
the fearless one, was 
raped and_ brutally 
assaulted in a moving 
bus in south Delhi by six 
men including a minor 
before being thrown out 
on the road in a savagely 
injured state. She dieda 
few days later in a 
Singapore hospital 
where she was shifted for 
life-saving treatment. 
Four of the six accused 
were convicted and 
hanged on March 20 this 
year. One of them, Ram 
Singh, allegedly 
committed suicide in the 
Tihar Jail days after the 
trial began in the case 
and another, a juvenile, 


was released in 2015 
after spending three 
years in a correctional 
home. 

"My daughter may 
have got justice but the 
struggle killed us every 
day. Every time the 
hearing was_ posted 
further, a part of me 
broke down but I 
gathered courage," Devi 
said. "It took eight years 
to get justice, imagine 
what happens to those 
victims where cases are 
not highlighted or there 
aren't enough evidences. 
My fight will continue 
for them," she said on 
eighth anniversary of 
the gruesome gangrape 
that led to widespread 
outrage and massive 
protests by thousands of 
people across the 
country. 

Asha Devi said the 
entire nation followed 
her daughter's case and 
is witness to the tactics 
the defence lawyers used 
and the kind of 
immunity the accused 
got for a very long time 
"in name of human 
rights". "I pledge to keep 
fighting for swift justice 
delivery to rape victims," 
she said. 

Mukesh Singh (382), 
Pawan Gupta (25), Vinay 
Sharma (26) and Akshay 
Kumar Singh (31) were 
executed on March 20 for 
the savage assault on the 
young woman. After 
raping and brutalising 


her, they dumped her on 
the road and left for dead 
on the cold winter night. 
Her male friend who was 
with her in the bus was 
also severely beaten and 
thrown out along with 
her. Nirbhaya's father, 
who also joined an 
online petition which 
was started by NGOs 
Save the Children and 
Yuva to mark the eighth 
anniversary of the 
gangrape case, said "the 
fight is not over yet". 
"You have_ probably 
never heard from me. 
Today, I felt it was 
necessary for you to hear 
my voice. My name is 
Badrinath Singh. But 
since the night of 16th 
December, 2012, I am 
known as 'Nirbhaya's 
father'. This is how I will 
be known for the rest of 
my life," he said ina 
statement on Tuesday. 
EKight years ago, when 
"my daughter was 
snatched away from us 
in the most brutal way, 
crowds led by women 
came out on the streets" 
and they made "my 
family's fight their fight 
for justice", he said. 

"I thought this case 
would change us as a 
country for good. But 
when I turn on the news, 
there is a new case of 
another daughter being 
brutally assaulted every 
day. Nothing has 
changed," Nirbhaya's 
father said. (PTI) 


to Maharashtra govt 


MUMBAI, DEC 16 /--/ With the Bombay High Court today 
staying the allotment of salt pan land in Mumbai's 
Kanjurmarg area for the construction of an integrated 
Metro car shed, senior BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis has 
asked the Shiv Sena-led state government to give up its 
"ego" and resume the construction on the Aarey Colony 
land. 

Speaking to newspersons, the Leader of Opposition in 
the Legislative Assembly said, the Uddhav Thackeray 
government had shifted the car shed from the Aarey Colony 
to Kanjurmarg only to satisfy its ego. "Uddhav Thackeray- 
led MVA government had made it an ego issue to shift the 
car shed. It (constructing the car shed on Kanjur land) is 
economically non-viable. Even the Manoj Saunik 
Committee had made similar observations that the state 
could incur an additional burden of Rs 5,000 crore if the 
metro car shed is shifted to Kanjurmarg," said the former 
chief minister under whose watch the project had taken off 
at Aarey Colony. 

A division bench of Chief Justice Dipankar Datta and 
Justice G S Kulkarni has stayed an order passed by Mumbai 
suburban district collector allotting 102 acre of salt pan 
land in Kanjurmarg area for the construction of an 
integrated Metro car shed. 

The bench also restrained the authorities from 
carrying out any construction work at the said land. The 
Centre and the Shiv Sena-led MVA government in 
Maharashtra are locked in a tussle over ownership of the 
land earmarked by the state for constructing the car depot 
which was earlier planned at Aarey Colony, a green belt in 
suburban Goregaon. The Union government had fileda 
petition in the high court challenging the October 1, 2020 
order passed by the collector allotting the land for 
construction of the car shed, and said the land belongs to 
its (Centre's) salt department. Fadnavis said he didn't 
understand why chief minister Uddhav Thackeray was 
"ignoring observations" of acommittee set up by his own 
government. "Even the Supreme Court had permitted the 
use of Aarey Colony land for (constructing) Metro car shed 
and accepted report of the then government," he said. 
Fadnavis said the total "carbon sequestration of trees in 
their lifetime would be achieved within 80 days of 
operations of Metro", which, was mentioned in the report 
accepted by the SC. (PTI) 


Owaisi seeks to gain foothold 
in UP, meets SBSP chiet 


LUCKNOW, DEC 16 /--/ After his party's 
good showing in the recently-concluded 
Bihar Assembly polls, AIMIM president 
Asaduddin Owaisi is looking to gain a 
foothold in the politically crucial state of 
Uttar Pradesh where he met SBSP chief 
Om Prakash Rajbhar, a former BJF ally, 
here today. 

"We gota lot of confidence from our 
success in Bihar, and we will continue that 
momentum," Owaisi told newspersons 
after their meeting in Lucknow. Rajbhar 
said: "Till yesterday, people used to say 
that OP Rajbhar is all alone, and what can 
he do? Now, why are they feeling the pain? 
Now, Owaisiji has come, we will show our 
power to the heavyweight." Referring to 
the Bhaagidaari Sankalp Morcha, a front 
of smaller parties in the state formed 
about a year ago, Rajbhar said: "we will 
contest the 2022 Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
elections together." 

Besides SBSP, the Bhaagidaari 
Sankalp Morcha, former BSP leader Babu 
Singh Kushwaha's Jan Adhikar Party, 
Babu Ram Pal-led Rashtra Uday Party, 
Anil Singh Chauhan-led Janta Kranti 
Party and Premchand Prajapati-led 
Rashtriya Upekshit Samaj Party. 

The Owaisi-Rajbhar meeting comes a 
day after the Aam Aadmi Party announced 
that it will contest the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly polls in 2022. In the recently 
concluded Bihar elections, the AIMIM 
won five seats (it contested 20) in the 
Muslims-dominated Seemanchal region 
on the border of West Bengal. "Rajbhar ji 


too has arole in the success we got in Bihar. 
We are part of the Grand Democratic 
Secular Alliance. We got a lot of 
confidence from the success in Bihar, and 
we will continue that momentum," the 
AIMIM president said. When asked if it is 
necessary for smaller parties to come 
together to take on the BJP, Rajbhar, said" 
"We have formed the Bhaagidaari Sankalp 
Morcha to ensure our victory. We are 
fighting for education, health and jobs. 

Asked about rivals' constant attack on 
the Owaisi-led party by calling it a vote- 
splitter, Rajbhar said, "We want that 
Owaisiji splits the votes of his community, 
Rajbhar splits those of his, and Krishna 
Patel (of Apna Dal) of her community. Let 
these all votes get accumulated and ensure 
our win. 

Meanwhile, Owaisi also hit out at 
Trinamool Congress supremo and chief 
minister Mamata Banerjee over her 
comments on Tuesday that the BJP was 
allegedly trying to import the AIMIM to 
that state to sharpen the communal 
polarisation and divide the Hindu-Muslim 
votes among themselves. He said Mamata 
was part of the BJP-led NDA when the 2002 
Gujarat riots happened. 

"Till now Mamata Banerjee has only 
met obedient Mir Jaffers (who betrayed 
Nawab Siraj-ud-Daullah) and Mir Sadiqs 
(who allegedly betrayed Tipu Sultan 
during the Siege of Seringapatam, paving 
the way for a British victory). She is yet to 
come face-to-face with a good Muslim, and 
it will happen," Owaisi said. (PTI) 


SC agrees to hear plea for ‘uniform grounds of 
divorce’ for all citizens, seeks Centre's reply 





effects, gaming and comics’ 
courses to be set up: Javadekar 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ Asserting that 
‘animation, visual effects, gaming and 
comics' is a "sunrise sector", Union 
information and broadcasting minister 
Prakash Javadekar today announced the 
government will set up a 'Centre of 
Excellence’ in cooperation with IIT- 
Bombay which will offer courses in AVGC. 

Addressing the CII Big Picture Summit 
virtually, Javadekar said this centre will 
undertake initiatives to promote 
entrepreneurship and encourage start-ups 
in the sector. "We are acountry where the 
growth of communication technology is 
phenomenal. This presents a tremendous 
scope for the entertainment and media 
industry," he said. 

"animation, visual effects, gaming and 
comics (AVGC) is a sunrise sector and our 
experts are providing back-end support to 
top filmmakers of the world," the minister 
mentioned. It was time that these 
professionals started doing more of this for 
our own films so that the use of animation 
and graphics in Indian films grows 


manifolds, he added. 

Javadekar said the government is 
setting up a 'Centre of Excellence’ in 
cooperation with the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Bombay where courses in 
AVGC will be offered. The minister also 
invited the attendees to participate in the 
olst International Film Festival of India 
(IFFI) in Goa in January 2021. He 
announced that India will set up a special 
pavilion at Cannes in 2022 as the Cannes 
Film Festival celebrates 75 years. Javadekar 
also announced that India will host a Global 
Media and Film Summit next year. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prasar Bharti 
CEO Shashi Shekhar Vempati said various 
channels under the public broadcaster 
created content to generate mass awareness 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The efforts 
reflected in Doordarshan's standing among 
the top social advertisers during the period, 
he said. By airing shows like 'Ramayan' and 
‘Mahabharat’, Doordarshan has highlighted 
that there is still an audience for wholesome 
family content, he added. (PTI) 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ The 
Supreme Court today agreed to 
hear a plea seeking "uniform 
grounds of divorce" for all citizens 
of the country keeping with the 
spirit of the Constitution and 
international conventions. 

A bench of Chief Justice SA 
Bobde and Justices AS Bopanna 
and V Ramasubramanian orally 
observed that it may consider 
prayer for directing the Law 
Commission of India to examine 
the laws relating to divorce and 
suggest Uniform Grounds of 
Divorce’ for all citizens in spirit of 
Articles 14, 15, 21, 44 of the 
Constitution within three months. 
The apex court issued notice to the 
Centre on the plea and sought its 
response. At the outset, the bench 
told senior advocate Pinky Anand, 
appearing for petitioner Ashwini 
Upadhyay that whether she wants 
all personal laws should be 
abolished? Anand replied that no, 
she is not saying that. The bench 
said that she is asking the court to 
direct something which amounts 
to go into personal laws and 


demolish them. 

It said that the government is 
supposed to have a pulse of the 
people but does a court encroach 
on personal law like this. It asked 
Anand, Can we remove the 
discriminatory practices without 
demolishing the differences in 
personal laws? The bench referred 
to the Triple Talaq case and said 
that Parliament has brought a 
legislation on it. Anand submitted 
that the practice of Triple Talaq 
was found to be discriminatory 
and was struck down by the apex 
court. The plea filed by Upadhyay 
sought directions to the Centre to 
take steps to remove anomalies in 
divorce laws and make them 
uniform for all citizens, without 
any prejudice on the basis of 
religion, race, cast, sex or place of 
birth. 

"The court may declare that 
the discriminatory grounds of 
divorce are violative of Articles 
14, 15, 21 and frame guidelines for 
‘Uniform Grounds of Divorce' for 
all citizens. "Alternatively, this 
court may direct the Law 


Commission to examine the laws of 
divorce and suggest 'Uniform 
Grounds of Divorce' for all citizens 
in the spirit of Articles 14, 15, 21, 
44 within three months, while 
considering international laws and 
international conventions," the 
plea said. "Hindus, Buddhists, 
Sikhs and Jains have to seek 
divorce under the Hindu Marriage 
Act, 1955. Muslims, Christians and 
Parsis have their own personal 
laws. A couple belonging to 
different religions has to seek 
divorce under the _ Special 
Marriage Act, 1956," it said. If 
either partner is a foreign national 
then that person has to seek 
divorce under the Foreign 
Marriage Act, 1969. Hence, the 
grounds of divorce are neither 
gender neutral nor religion 
neutral, the plea said. 

The PIL said that the "injury" 
caused to the public due to this is 
large because divorce is among the 
most traumatic misfortunes for 
both men and women, but even 
after 73 years of independence, 
divorce procedures are very 


complex in the country. "Hence, 
grounds of divorce are neither 
gender neutral nor religion 
neutral. 

For example, adultery is a 
ground of divorce for Hindus, 
Christians and Parsis, but not for 
Muslims. Incurable leprosy is a 
ground of divorce for Hindus and 
Christians, but not for Parsis and 
Muslims. Impotency is a ground of 
divorce for Hindus-Muslims, but 
not for Christians-Parsis. Underage 
marriage is a ground of divorce for 
Hindus, but not for Christians, 
Parsis and Muslims," the plea said. 

The petition further said that 
many other grounds of divorce are 
neither gender neutral nor religion 
neutral, though equity, equality 
and equal opportunity are the 
hallmarks of a socialist, secular, 
democratic republic like India. 
"The ongoing distinction is based 
on a patriarchal mindset and 
stereotypes and has no scientific 
backing, perpetrates de jure and 
de facto inequality against women 
and goes against the global trends," 
the plea said. (PTI) 
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INTER ISLAND SECTOR: 
Campbell Bay, Nancowry & Car Nicobar 
- MV Coral Queen will sail for Campbell Bay via 
Nancowry on 21.12.2020 (Mon) at 1000 Hrs from Haddo 
Wharf and will sail for Port Blair on 23.12.2020 (Wed) at 
0900 Hrs from Campbell Bay via same route. 
- MV Sentinel will sail for Car Nicobar on 22.12.2020 
(Tue) at 0800 Hrs from Haddo Wharf and will sail for Port 
Blair on 23.12.2020 (Wed) at 1200 Hrs from Car Nicobar. 
LITTLE ANDAMAN: 
- MV Coral Queen will sail for Little Andaman on 
15.12.2020 (Tue) at 2100 Hrs from Haddo Wharf and will 
sail for Port Blair on 16.12.2020 (Wed) at 0800 Hrs from 
Little Andaman. 
- MV Sentinel will sail for Little Andaman on 20.12.2020 
(Sun) at 0800 Hrs from Haddo Wharf and will sail for Port 
Blair on the same day at 2000 Hrs from Little Andaman. 
Mayabunder & Diglipur 
- MV Coral Queen will sail for Diglipur on 19.12.2020 
(Sat) at 0800 Hrs from Haddo Wharf and will sail for Port 
Blair on the same day at 2100 Hrs from Diglipur. 
- MV Rani Lakshmi will sail for Mayabunder on 
24.12.2020 (Thu) at 0600 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 1300 Hrs from 
Mayabunder. 
FORESHORE SECTOR: 
Swaraj Dweep & Shaheed Dweep 
17.12.2020 (Thursday) 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 17.12.2020 
(Thu) at 0630 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail 
for Port Blair on the same day at 0900 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 
- MV Long Island will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
17.12.2020 (Thu) at 0700 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0930 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Rani Lakshmi will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
17.12.2020 (Thu) at 1000 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 1530 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Rani Lakshmi will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 
17.12.2020 (Thu) at 1215 Hrs from Shaheed Dweep Jetty 
and will sail back to Shaheed Dweep at 1400 Hrs from 
Swaraj Dweep. 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 17.12.2020 
(Thu) at 1400 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail 
for Port Blair on the same day at 1630 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 
18.12.2020 (Friday) 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 18.12.2020 
(Fri) at 0630 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for 
Port Blair on the same day at 0900 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 
- MV Long Island will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
18.12.2020 (Fri) at 0700 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0930 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Wandoor will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 18.12.2020 
(Fri) at 1000 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for Port 
Blair on the same day at 1530 Hrs from Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Wandoor will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 18.12.2020 
(Fri) at 1215 Hrs from Shaheed Dweep Jetty and will sail 
back to Shaheed Dweep at 1400 Hrs from Swaraj Dweep. 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 18.12.2020 
(Fri) at 1400 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for 
Port Blair on the same day at 1630 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 
19.12.2020 (Saturday) 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 19.12.2020 
(Sat) at 0630 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for 
Port Blair on the same day at 0900 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 
- MV Long Island will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
19.12.2020 (Sat) at 0700 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0930 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Rani Lakshmi will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
19.12.2020 (Sat) at 1000 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 1530 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Rani Lakshmi will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 
19.12.2020 (Sat) at 1215 Hrs from Shaheed Dweep Jetty 
and will sail back to Shaheed Dweep at 1400 Hrs from 
Swaraj Dweep. 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 19.12.2020 
(Sat) at 1400 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for 
Port Blair on the same day at 1630 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 
20.12.2020 (Sunday) 

MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 
20.12.2020 (Sun) at 0630 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0900 Hrs from 
Swaraj Dweep. 

- MV Long Island will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
20.12.2020 (Sun) at 0700 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0930 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 

- MV Wandoor will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 20.12.2020 
(Sun) at 1000 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail for 
Port Blair on the same day at 1530 Hrs from Shaheed 
Dweep. 

- MV Wandoor will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 20.12.2020 
(Sun) at 1215 Hrs from Shaheed Dweep Jetty and will 
sail back to Shaheed Dweep at 1400 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 

MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 
20.12.2020 (Sun) at 1400 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 1630 Hrs from 
Swaraj Dweep. 

21.12.2020 (Monday) 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 21.12.2020 
(Mon) at 0630 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail 
for Port Blair on the same day at 0900 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 
- MV Long Island will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
21.12.2020 (Mon) at 0700 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0930 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Rani Lakshmi will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
21.12.2020 (Mon) at 1000 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 1530 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 
- MV Rani Lakshmi will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 
21.12.2020 (Mon) at 1215 Hrs from Shaheed Dweep Jetty 
and will sail back to Shaheed Dweep at 1400 Hrs from 
Swaraj Dweep. 
- MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 21.12.2020 
(Mon) at 1400 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and will sail 
for Port Blair on the same day at 1630 Hrs from Swaraj 
Dweep. 


22.12.2020 (Tuesday) 

MV Bambooka will sail for Swaraj Dweep on 

22.12.2020 (Tue) at 0630 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0900 Hrs from 
Swaraj Dweep. 
- MV Long Island will sail for Shaheed Dweep on 
22.12.2020 (Tue) at 0700 Hrs from Phoenix Bay Jetty and 
will sail for Port Blair on the same day at 0930 Hrs from 
Shaheed Dweep. 


One sentenced fo 5 years RI 
for offence under POCSO Act 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ 
In a first, trial ofa case under 
POCSO Act was concluded 
in arecord period of time in 
these islands. On 
Wednesday, Mr Jimut Bahan 
Biswas, Additional District 
& Sessions Judge -cum- 
Special Judge under FOCSO 
Act, Mayabunder convicted 
one accused namely Biplab 
Pal, a private labour of 
Rangat, originally from West 
Bengal and sentenced him to 
undergo imprisonment for 
five years, for the offence 
punishable under section 10 
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of POCSO Act and also to 
pay fine of Rs. 50,000/-, in 
default of payment which he 
will have to undergo R.I for 
three months more. 

The case was registered 
at PS Rangat on the basis of 
the recorded statement of 
the mother of the victim 
dated 23/11/2020. 
Subsequently, after 
completion of investigation, 
Investigating Officer, SI 
Satyawathi of PS Rangat 
submitted charge-sheet on 
08/12/2020 against the 
accused person before Court 


and thereafter charges were 
framed against the accused 
on 11/12/2020. 

As per provision u/s 
307A read with section 33 (8) 
of POCSO Act and rule 7 of 
POCSO rule, Special Court 
awarded compensation of 
Rs. 4,00,000/- to the victim 
child which will be paid by 
the government as provided 
7(4) of POCSO rule. The 
speedy trial of the case was 
conducted by Mr Keshab 
Ch. Mandal, Learned 
Special Public Prosecutor 
from the prosecution side. 
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Picture shows Mr. Kuldeep Rai Sharma, Member of Parliament, Andaman & Nicobar 
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Islands calling on Admiral D K Joshi (Retd), Lt Governor, A&N Islands and Vice- 
Chairman, Islands Development Agency on Tuesday at Raj Niwas. During the meeting, 
discussions were held on the implementation of various schemes of development/ 
infrastructure projects by Golin the Islands, impetus to tourism and measures by 


Andaman & Nicobar Administration to combat COVID19. 





Ata Chatai meeting at Uttara, Ward no. 1 held on Tuesday, Mr Subash Roy, Ward member 
candidate of Congress Uttara, Ward no.2 and ten other old workers of Congress party 
joined the Bharatiya Janata Party, A & N Islands in the presence of Mr Jyotirmay 
Bawali, State General Secretary, A&N Islands & Ex State Vice President, Mr. Tarango 
Kr Dhali. (Pix: KURMA RAO) 


J&K LG pays tributes fo 1971 
war brave heart's on Vijay Diwas 


JAMMU, DEC 16 /--/ Jammu and Kashmir 
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha today paid tribute 
to the army personnel who laid down their 
lives for the nation during 1971 war. 

I salute our gallant soldiers for their 
exemplary courage and supreme sacrifice to 
gain a decisive victory for our Nation in the 
1971 war, Sinha said in his message on 'Vijay 
Diwas'.The day commemorates the historic 
victory of Indian armed forces and the 


indomitable spirit of the brave soldiers. 

On Vijay Diwas, let us remember the valour 
of our soldiers and their unwavering 
commitment to defend India's sovereignty 
and protect human dignity , the Lt Governor 
said.We are eternally indebted to our brave 
soldiers for their courage and selfless service 
to the nation for protecting our frontiers from 
the enemies and maintaining peace in the 
country, he said. (PTI) 


Farmers: group from Punjab stars 
Informal school' for local slum children 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ 
A group of farmers from 
Punjab's Anandpur Sahib 
has started an ‘informal 
school' ina makeshift tent for 
local slum children at the 
Singhu border. 

Pioneered by writer Bir 
Singh and advocate Dinesh 
Chaddha, the temporary 
school that started on 
Monday is part of the 
multiple 'sewa' practices 
being offered at the protest 
site, where thousands of 
farmers have been 
demonstrating against three 
new farm laws for over two 
weeks now.With several 
rounds of talks with the 
government ending in 
stalemate, the protesters 
have found new ways to help 
each other and those living 
around the protest site, be it 
community kitchens, 
medical services, libraries, 
or this temporary school. 

"Everything here is 
'sewa'. We saw so many 
children from neighbouring 
slums roaming around for 
food, and thought why not 
also help them keep engaged 
in a constructive way," 
Satnam Singh, a volunteer, 
said.According to him, 
educated individuals among 


the farmers, who have 
bachelors or Phd degrees, 
have been teaching the 
children.About 60-70 
children across age groups 
have been coming to them 
everyday to read, write, draw 
and listen to stories, he 
added. 

"The first day we had to 
encourage them to come and 
study here by giving them 
fruit juice and snacks, but 
over the last two days they 
have been coming on their 
own, and have brought their 
friends too," Satnam Singh 
said. 

"The teachers ask them 
what class they are studying 
in and teach them according 
to the expected syllabi," he 
said, adding that they have 
arranged for a similar 
facility at the Tikri border 
protest site as well.As the 
local children speak Hindi, 
story books have been made 
available to them in the 
language. 

In the evenings, the tent 
is used to recreate a tradition 
--"SanjhiSath" -- from back 
home - where the villagers 
gather to listen to their 
elders' advice.Here at eight 
in the evening, they discuss 
the orders of the day."Not 


every farmer here gets an 
opportunity to speak on the 
stage, so this gives thema 
platform to share their 
concerns which we forward 
to the leaders of the protest," 
Satnam Singh said.Farmers, 
especially from Punjab and 
Haryana, have been 
protesting at Delhi borders 
against the Farmers 
(Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement of 
Price Assurance and Farm 
Services Act, 2020; the 
Farmers Produce Trade and 
Commerce (Promotion and 
Facilitation) Act, 2020; and 
the Essential Commodities 
(Amendment) Act. 

Enacted in September, 
the three farm laws have 
been projected by the 
central government as major 
reforms in the agriculture 
sector that will remove the 
middlemen and_ allow 
farmers to sell anywhere in 
the country.However, the 
protesting farmers have 
expressed apprehension 
that the new laws would pave 
the way for eliminating the 
safety cushion of Minimum 
Support Price and do away 
with the mandis, leaving 
them at the mercy of big 
corporates. (PTT) 
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DC SAreviews implementation 


of clinical establishment act 
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PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ 


Mr. Suneel Anchipaka, 
Deputy Commissioner (SA) 
and Chairman, District 
Registering Authority, South 
Andaman reviewed the 
implementation of Clinical 
Establishment Act for 
private hospitals and 
establishments registered 
under South Andaman 
District in the meeting held 
in the Conference Hall of 
District Office. The ADM, 
the Chairman Enforcement 
Committee, DRA (SA) and 
representatives of the 
private Doctors Assn., 


IATTE 
announces 
launch of its 
A&N Islands 

Chapter 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ 
The Indian Association of 
Travel and Tourism Experts, 
a National Tourism Body, 
launched the Andaman 
Chapter online on Tuesday. 
Smti.Moutoshi NaskKar, 
Asst.Director, India Tourism 
graced the occasion as the 
chief guest. IATTE has made 
Me. M.Vinod,President, 
AATOas the President for its 
Andaman Chapter, Mr. 
P.S.Vijayan as the General 
Secretary of Andaman 
Chapter and Mr. Robert as its 
Joint Secretary. At present 
IATTE has about 1600 
members across the country 
.The virtual launch was also 
addressed by Mr. Naveen 
Manchanda, National 
President, IATTE and Veena 
Robinson, National General 
Secretary, IATTE. 


Webinar 
byABVPon 
Dec 20 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ 
This year for the first time 
ICAI (Institute of 
Chartered Accountants 
of India) organized 
examination for CA in 
these Islands which has 
been possible due to 
continuous efforts by 
Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad. 
ABVP is putting its effort 
to open job oriented 
diploma for the students 
of Islands in the field of 
Business and Commerce. 
To create awareness 
among students 
community, ABVP 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands will organize a 
Webinar on the topic 
"Career Prospects in the 
field of Business and 
Commerce (Special focus 
on CA, CMA & CS) on Dec 
20 from 11 am. Eminent 
CA of these, Mr Vikas Lal 
Patel (Charted 
Accountant, VLP & Co) 
will be the keynote 
speaker of the webinar. 
For more details of 
Webinar, one can 
abvpandamanicobarisles 
@gmail.com 


Doordarshan 
telecast 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ 
Doordarshan Kendra here 
will telecast a programme on 
the topic ‘Ek Mulakat’ 
tomorrow from 5.30 pm. Mr 
M Vinod, President, 
Andaman Association of 
Tour Operators will be the 
expert. 





Private Hospitals and 
Clinics participated in the 
meeting. 


The DC (SA) urged all 
establishments to follow the 
standard norms of the 
Clinical Establishment Act 
and other norms of the 
administration, including 
fire safety, bio-medical waste 
management etc. He further 
asked them to register the 
doctors working under them 
in the Digi Doctor portal of 
National Digital Health 


will issue SOPs _§ for 
inspection of Clinical 
Establishments for which 
the establishments should 
provide the details of the 
contact person to facilitate 
the inspection team. It was 
also informed that the 
permanent registration of 
the establishments would be 
initiated shortly. Further, he 
sought the cooperation from 
all the establishments in the 
fight against COVID-19 and 
intimate the ILI/SARI cases 





to the CHC/PHC/ District 
Office for further follow up 
of the cases. 


Mission on priority basis. It 
was further informed that 
the District Administration 


Woman who took tights 
io commit thefts held 
from Bengaluru 


MUMBAI, DEC 16 /--/The crime branch of Mumbai 
policehas arrested a 46-year-old woman, a resident of 
Bengaluru, for allegedly stealing valuables of customers 
visiting malls and big showrooms in various metro cities, an 
official said today. 

The accused used to travel by air to various cities to 
commit thefts at malls, prominent show rooms and parlours, 
he said, adding that police recovered jewellery, some cash 
and a stolen mobile phone from her possession.Unit 5 of the 
Mumbaicrime branch apprehended the woman from her 
residence in Bengaluru and brought her to the city on 
Tuesday, he said.The accused had allegedly stolen the purse 
of a woman containing gold jewellery worth Rs 13.54 lakh, 
Rs 50,000 cash, a mobile phone valued at Rs 84,000 and other 
documents from a famous showroom in Phoenix Mall at 
Lower Parel in central Mumbai, he said. 

An offence under section 380 (theft in dwelling house) of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was registered at N M Joshi 
Marg police station.Earlier, similar offences had been 
committed at the same showroom in Phoenix Mallandata 
beauty parlour in Dadar, he said, adding that the accused was 
identified through CCTV footages.Crime Branch officials 
were hot on the trail of the accused after carefully studying 
the mdous operandi."During the investigation it came to light 
that the woman was involved in committing similar offences 
in various malls and shopping centres in Kolkata, 
Hyderabad, Mumbai, and Bengaluru," he said. 

The official said they analysed the dump data of mobile 
phone towers in the areas of thefts and studied calls details 
records (CDRs), which helped them shortlist a particular 
mobile phone number."While analysing social media 
profiles of the woman, police found that she had been posting 
her pictures wearing the same dresses which she used to put 
on while committing crimes," said senior police inspector 
Jagdish Sail.The probe revealed that the accused woman 
used to travel by air to various states from Bengaluru to 
commit thefts, he said.She was arrested in a theft case in 2019 
as well, the officer said. (PTI) 


Farmlawsrowcanbesolvedin 5 
minutes if PM steps in: Raut 


MUMBAI, DEC 16 /--/ The issues flagged by 
agitatingfarmers can be solved in five minutes if Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi himself steps in, Shiv Sena MP 
Sanjay Rautsaid today. Rautsaidthe BJP-led NDA government 
should have a dialogue with the farmers who are protesting 
for the last 21 days outside Delhi demanding scrapping of the 
Centre's three new agri-marketing laws.The government can 
solvetheissuein30minutes sitting with the(agitating)farmers, 
if it wants...I think the issue will be solved in five minutes 
ifthe prime minister himself intervenes, he told news agency 
PTI over the phone from New Delhi. The Sena leader said the 
protesters are Indias own farmers and the government should 
have a dialogue with them.Speaking to a Marathi news 
channel, Raut said the government has stretched the issue 
far.Stretching the issue this far, is like paving way for anew 
anarchy, Raut said.Enacted in September, the three farm laws 
have been projected by the Centre as major reforms in the 
agriculture sector that will remove the middlemen and allow 
cultivators to sell their produce anywhere in the country. 
However, the protesting farmers have expressed apprehension 
that the laws would pave the way for eliminating the safety 
cushion of minimum support price and do away with the 
mandis, leaving them at the mercy of big 
corporates.Rautcriticised the Centre over the decision of not 
holding the winter session of Parliament due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic. We will have to see why they are not holding the 
session...because the session has to be held as there is 
democracy, the Rajya Sabha member said. Without naming 
the BJP, hesaid it protested in Maharashtra seeking reopening 
of temples, but has now Kept the temple of democracy 
(Parliament) shut.How will this work? he asked.(PTI) 


AFFIDAVIT 


|, MrKurbanAli, S/oAmanatAli, resident of School Line village, Port 
Blair, SouthAndaman District do hereby solemnly declare as fol- 
lows: 

1. Thatlamapermanentresident ofthese islands. 

2. Thatmy father’s actualandcorrectnameisAmanataAli. 


3. Thatin some documents, my father’s name has been wrongly 
mentionedasAmanathAli instead of AmanatAli. 

4. ThatAmanatAliandAmanathAli are one andthe same person. 

5. Thatthis affidavit is made for the purpose of police verification 
and other documents. 


DEPONENT 
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Bodo election results 
suggestnew alignments 


In the just concluded Bodo Territorial 
Council elections, the BJP broke away 
from its traditional ally, the Bodo People’s 
Front, which is in alliance with the BJP in 
running the State Government. The 
result is a hung House, with the BPF 
winning 17 seats and emerging as the 
largest single party, the United People’s 
Party Liberal (UPPL) coming second with 
12 seats and the BJP fighting alone 
coming third bagging nine. If the BJP had 
fought the elections jointly with the BPF, 
they would have formed the ruling 
alliance in the BTC. What is more, after 
the bitter campaign the BJP and the BPF 
carried on against each other, it Is 
doubtful if they will remain allies in the 
Assemby polls. The Congress’ downhill 
journey continues as elsewhere in the 
country. Inthe 40-member Council, the 
Congress just managed to win one seat. 
The Congress has reasons to be 
apprehensive about the result of the 
coming Assemby polls in Assam. 

What is clear is that in the north- 
eastern States also, the BJP is trying to 
come to power on its own, without tying 
up with any regional party, while the 
Congress, the national party traditionally 
setting the support of the tribal people, is 
being reduced to the status of beinga 
minor or marginal player. It is a well 
known fact that the Bodos constitute a 
small minority in the BTC area; non- 
Bodos are in majority. Only a detailed 
analysis of the election results will reveal 
whether the non-Bodos voted en bloc for 
the BJP, while the Bodos voted heavily for 
the BPE If so, it will suggest a polarization 
of votes between the Bodos and the non- 
Bodos. Nota good sign for the future. The 
tribal people are very conscious and very 
proud of their tribal entity, as has been 
seen in Nagaland, Manipur and 
Meghalaya. The Bodos will always identify 
themselves as Bodos, not as Assamese. 

The Congress had, by and large, 
enjoyed the support of the tribals of the 
North-East, except the section of Nagas 
owing allegiance to Phizo and his Naga 
National Council (which, after Phizo’s 
death, broke up into several factions) and 
Laldenga and his Mizo National Front in 
Mizoram. If the Congress can shake off its 
present moribund State and rejuvenate 
itself, itis likely to find it easier to win over 
the trust of the tribal people of the North- 
East than any other part of India. 
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UKlawmakers extend support to Indian farmers 


A day after 36 cross party lawmakers led by the Labour 
Party's Tanmanjit Singh Dhesi, expressed their solidarity 
with the agitating farmers in India, and wrote to UK Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab to raise the matter with the Indian 
government, thousands of Diaspora Indians have started 
hitting the streets and taking out rallies. 

The MPs, ina letter to Raab, asked to hold talks with 
the Indian government and pressurise India to reject the 
recently enacted agriculture laws which "exploit" the 
farmers and those who depend on farming. The 
development comes as farmers have continued their 
protests for last 8 days at the Delhi-Haryana and Delhi-Uttar 
Pradesh borders. In his letter, Dhesi, the Labour MP for 
Slough, said that last month several MPs wrote to the Indian 
High Commission in London about the impacts of the three 
new farm laws. The law makers are unanimous that the laws 
would immensely harm the farmers, particularly those who 
have small land holdings. 

"This is an issue of particular concern to Sikhs in the UK 
and those linked to Punjab, although it also heavily 
impacts on other Indian states," the letter said. In a tweet, 
Dhesi also said: "Many constituents, especially those 
emanating from the Punjab, have contacted MPs to express 
solidarity with the farmers opposing farmers Bill 2020 in 
India. Dozens of MPs duly deliberated and signed a cross- 
party letter, seeking justice for the peacefully protesting 
farmers." On the other hand, arally proposed by the pro 
Khalistan Sikhs of UK on December 10 in support of the 
farmers stir in India, has worried London police as Indian 
High Commission has warned that some anti-India elements 
might try to take advantage of the situation. The supporters 
of the farmer agitation in UK, especially hailing from 
Punjab, have kept their distance from these anti-India 
elements and London Police has appealed to the sponsors 
of December 10 rally not to organize that in view of the 
pandemic. The Police have also asked the sponsors to 
organize the protests online. The UN chief Antonio 


REFLEX ACTION 


Arun Srivastava 


Guterres has also extended support to the farmer protests 
in India. The spokesperson for UN chief said people have 
aright to demonstrate peacefully and authorities should let 
them do so. “As to the question of India, what I would say 
to you is what I’ve said to others when raising these issues 
is that people have a right to demonstrate peacefully, and 
authorities need to let them do so, Stephane Dujarric, the 
spokesman for the UN Secretary General, said on Friday 
while responding to a question on the farmers’ protest in 
India. 

Canadian PM Justin Trudeau who has already 
expressed his support for farmers despite India's strong 
reaction to his earlier remarks that Canada will defend 
rights of peaceful protestors sat on protest dharna along 
with the Indians. It may be recalled that India on Friday 
summoned Canadian High Commissioner Nadir Patel, and 
told him that the comments made by Prime Minister 
Trudeau and others in his cabinet on the farmers’ protest 
constituted an “unacceptable interference” in the 
country’s internal affairs and these actions, if continued, 
will have a “seriously damaging” impact on the bilateral 
ties. When asked by a journalist on Friday about India’s 
strong reaction, Trudeau said in Ottawa, “Canada will 
always stand up for the right to peaceful protest anywhere 
around the world. We are pleased to see moves towards de- 
escalation and dialogue.” 

On whether his comments would damage ties with 
India, he reiterated: “Canada will always stand up for the 
right of peaceful protests and human rights around the 
world.” In London, the group of 386 cross-party 














People queue to enter a ski lift as La Masella ski resort re-opens observing nationwide coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) restrictions, in Masella, Spain---REUTERS 





Persecuting the global crusader of free speech 


When writer-journalist Salil Tripathi, 
who’s a universally-renowned free speech 
activist and the Chair of the Writers in 
Prison Committee of the PEN 
International, posted a 2009 poem titled 
‘My Mother’s Fault’ on the Babri Masjid 
demolition, Gujarat and 1947 on Twitter, he 
soon realised that his friends and readers 
back in India were unable to see not just the 
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Truth is tying its shoe-laces, even as lies 
have already spread far and wide, because 
it wears imported sneakers and runs fast, 
like an idea on Twitter. And yet, poets — those 
canaries in our mines — continue to sing. 
They assert that in spite of the authoritarian 
forces at work, humanity survives. Milan 
Kundera said that the struggle of people 
against power is the struggle of memory 


said tweet, but his entire account. The curt, 
bureaucratic minimalism of the Indian 
counterpart of the American social media 
giant notified to residents of India that 
Tripathi’s account was suspended; the fine 
print said his tweet/s violated Twitter 
rules. Global literary superstar Salman 
Rushdie personally chided Twitter CEO 
Jack Dorsey for the ridiculousness of his 
company’s Indian executives; Indian- 
American author of This Land is Our Land 
Suketu Mehta said “India needs Salil’s 
voice”, while liberal Indian Twitterati 
reposted Tripathi’s moving poem making it 
“go viral”, exactly what those who were 
offended by the poem wanted not to 
happen. 

The poem first appeared in Tripathi’s 
book, Offence: The Hindu Case (2009), 
published by Seagull Books. The 
demolition of Babri Masjid on December 6, 
1992 was the day India’s secularism 
suffered a near-fatal blow, from which it still 
hasn’t recovered, and the historic miasma 
has now spread all over and inside its body. 
On the 28th anniversary of that day of 
national shame — a day that has divided 
India ever since; a day that is condemned 
in the ever-shrinking liberal circles. The 


immense first layer of this many-tiered 
irony, that of Twitter India suspending 
Tripathi’s account in the wake of Twitter 
pledging to do more to uphold free speech, 
while flagging and taking down hate speech 
and fake news/claims, hasn’t gone 
unnoticed, as is evident from the 
admonishments by Rushdie, Mehta and 
other global writers. The second layer of 
irony is that Tripathi’s myriad columns 
have been in the service of free speech, 
augmenting the cause of thinking language, 
incarcerated poets and artists worldwide, 
authors in exile, in jail, banished from or 
fleeing their countries that are out to get 
them and shut them up. 

In a brilliant talk two years back at the 
Edinburgh Art Festival, Tripathi winged 
the piercing installation by artist Shilpa 
Gupta, honouring, remembering and 
amplifying the imprisoned poets of the 
world. He said: “We live in the post-truth 
world, where facts don’t matter. The world 
is turning binary, between us, and them. It 
isavery different world today. Rather than 
ushering in an era of freedom, we have 
reverted to an older form. Jailing poets was 
supposed to have gone out of fashion after 
the end of the Cold War. The sad reality is 


that it continues. Poets continue to be jailed 
—in Turkey, in Vietnam, in Saudi Arabia, in 
Iran, in Cameroon and in Kazakhstan. Old 
names are replaced by new ones.” 

He recalled the slain US president John 
F Kennedy who honoured the poet Robert 
Frost in the following words: “When power 
leads man towards arrogance, poetry 
reminds him of his limitations. When 
power narrows the areas of man’s concern, 
poetry reminds him of the richness and 
diversity of his existence, when power 
corrupts, poetry cleanses, for art 
establishes the basic human truths which 
must serve as the touchstone of our 
judgment. The artist becomes the last 
champion of the individual mind and 
sensibility against an intrusive society and 
an officious state. The great artist is thusa 
solitary figure...if sometimes our great 
artists have been the most critical of our 
society, it is because their sensitivity and 
their concern for justice, which must 
motivate any true artist, make them aware 
that our nation falls short of its highest 
potential.” Tripathi spoke thus: “We live in 
a time where the liberal imagination is 
under threat. There is an assault on our 
collective consciousness and memory. 


against forgetting. Memory reminds us of 
what is being lost and it does not speak in 
absolutes.” 

Twitter India’s little apparatchik act of 
arbitrarily suspending a noted writer’s 
account isn’t just algorithm gone awry; it’s 
the continuous muffling of dissent, of 
remembered memory as opposed to 
manufactured, mass-broadcast official 
propaganda that’s infinitely louder than the 
intrepid songs, cries and whispers of those 
who refuse to forget. Whether it’s Tripathi, 
or fellow Gujarati Aakar Patel, whose 
account was also suspended by Twitter 
India for a while, or the Kashmiri diaspora 
collective Stand With Kashmir, voices of 
truth face relentless assault from the 
throttlers in the government and their 
minions in corporations monetising 
hypocrisy and racist double-standards. 

This writer expects an eloquent read 
from the London-based Tripathi meditating 
on him facing this transnational hostility 
from Twitter India, genuflecting to 
homegrown Hindutva while its parent 
company grandstands on the values of free 
speech in America. That would be quitea 
read, if it’s allowed to remain uncensored, 
of course. (IPA) 





parliamentarians who have written to UK Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab have requested him to make 
representations to his Indian counterpart, S Jaishankar, 
regarding the impact on British Punjabis affected by the 
demonstrations by farmers againstnew agriculturalreforms 
in India. The letter written by Sikh Labour MP Tanmanjeet 
Singh Dhesi is signed by other Indian-origin MPs including 
Labour’s Virendra Sharma, Seema Malhotra and Valerie 
Vaz as well as former Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

Lord Indarjit Singh, a crossbench peer in the House of 
Lords, also raised the issue in the Upper House of 
Parliament earlier this week. It urges the minister to set up 
an urgent meeting with them to discuss the deteriorating 
situation in the Punjab and seeks an update on any 
communication the Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) has had with the Indian 
government on the issue. The protestors in UK cautioned the 
government of India against use of police force on the 
agitating farmers. Meanwhile thousands of British Sikhs 
took part in asecond kisan rally in Birmingham on Sunday 
to show solidarity with farmers in Punjab who are agitating 
against newly enacted agri-marketing laws. It was the 
second big rally of its kind in the UK following one held in 
Southall a week ago at which British Sikh organizer Deepa 
Singh was fined Rs 10 lakh for breaching Covid-19 
restrictions. Hundreds of tractors, cars, motorbikes, trucks 
and lorries took part in the four-hour rally on Sunday, which 
travelled in convoy slowly through Birmingham. The 
convoy often stopped, causing road blockades and 
disrupting traffic. The rally began at Guru Nanak 
Smethwick and then travelled via Birmingham city centre 
to Guru Har Rai Gurdwara, West Bromwich. 

Passengers waved orange and black flags, the former 
symbolising the Khalsa and the latter symbolising ‘ros’ 
(‘protest’ in Punjabi.) They mainly chanted “Kisan mazdoor 
ekta zindabad (Long live unity between farmers and 
labourers)” and “Kisanbachao (Save farmers)”. (IPA) 


Conventional Crossword 


ACROSS 
Undesired escapes 
Dissolve 
Drive forward 
Onward to 
Fissure 
Of sound waves 
Tree 
Tinge 
Means of entry 
Digit 
Implement 
Part of the eye 
Lubricated 

28 Ata quick tempo 
(mus) 

29 Liquor dregs 

30 Measuring 
instrument 


DOWN 
Praised 
Liable 
Malay dagger 
Alone 
VWorth 
Bring out 
Make lace 
Behold! 
Incentive 
Denial 
Offer 
Flowers 
20 As stated 
23 Machine for 

weaving 
24 Unwell 
26 Frozen treat 
2f Permit 
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as UKreviews otherlockdowntiers 


LONDON, DEC 16 /--/ The 
UK government is review- 
ing the tiered lockdown al- 
locations for different parts 
of the country as scheduled 
by law today, even as mil- 
lions of more people in and 
around London moved into 
the highest alert level of 
Tier 3 coronavirus restric- 
tions after a worrying spike 
in infections. 

With the addition of the 
UK capital and surrounding 
areas of Essex and Hertford- 
shire to Tier 3, or near com- 
plete lockdown, around 61 
per cent of England's popu- 
lation is now living under 
the toughest lockdown rules 
which impose a ban on in- 
ter-household mingling in- 
doors and a closure of all 
restaurants and bars except 
for takeaways and deliver- 
ies. The number of COVID- 
19 cases in London has in- 
creased significantly over 
the past two weeks and we 
continue to experience the 
highest case rates of any- 
where in the country, said 
Professor Kevin Fenton, 
London Regional Director 
for Public Health England. 
We are now in a situation of 
exponential growth which, 
if left unchecked, would 
lead to a rapid escalation in 
cases and hospitalisations 
that could overwhelm our 


NHS (National Health Serv- 
ice) services over the festive 
period and into the New 
Year. Whilst no-one wants to 
see London under tighter re- 
strictions, the stark reality 
of the situation means we 
have no choice, he said. 
The outcome of a re- 
view of the tiers for other 
parts of the country is ex- 
pected to be announced on 
Thursday. Medical experts 
have raised concerns over 
the government's exemp- 
tion for a so-called Christ- 
mas bubble to allow up to 
three households to meet up 
over the festive period un- 
der looser restrictions be- 
tween December 23 and 27. 
UK housing secretary 
Robert Jenrick laid some 
speculation over a reversal 





of that policy to rest when 
he urged the public to "use 
their own judgement" on 
who to see over that five 
days period. "You can come 
together as three families 
and bubble for up to five 
days but I suspect many, 
many people across the 
country will choose to do 
less than that to protect 
themselves, their loved 
ones and broader society," 
the Cabinet minister told 
the BBC. 

An information cam- 
paign is expected to be 
launched in the days run- 
ning up to the five-day bub- 
ble to urge restraint and 
caution days after UK 
health secretary Matt 
Hancock informed Parlia- 
ment about a new variant of 


coronavirus that is the 
likely cause behind the 
faster spread of the deadly 
virus in some parts of the 
country. 

In a joint editorial, the 
British Medical Journal’ 
and Health Service Journal’ 
stressed that the demand on 
the NHS was increasing and 
the new strain identified in 
England and Wales has in- 
troduced further potential 
jeopardy". However, the 
government has resisted 
what would be perceived as 
a cancellation of Christmas 
as it maintained a UK-wide 
approach for the festive pe- 
riod. 

All four nations of the 
United Kingdom England, 
Scotland, Wales and North- 
ern Ireland agreed to keep 
the exemption in place but 
will be tightening the 
messaging around the five- 
day lockdown leeway being 
offered. 

The government has 
pointed to several measures 
being put in place, includ- 
ing a targeted testing drive 
is being rolled out for sec- 
ondary school and college 
students in parts of north- 
east London, Essex and Kent 
after the fastest rise in infec- 
tions was noted within the 
11 and 18 year age group. 
(PTI) 
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People arrange Christmas displays ata church, in Las Pinas City, Metro Manila, Philippines— REUTERS 


Chinapreparesforreturnoflunarprobewithmoonsamples 


BEIJING, DEC 16 /--/ Chinese 
eround crews are standing by for the 
return of a lunar probe bringing 
back the first fresh samples of rock 
and debris from the moon in more 
than 45 years. The Chang'e probe is 
expected to land in the Siziwang dis- 
trict of the vast Inner Mongolia re- 
gion late Wednesday or early Thurs- 
day. It fired its engines early Wednes- 
day to put it on course before the 
orbiter separates from the return ve- 
hicle, with all systems functioning as 
expected, the China National Space 
Administration said. Recovery of 
the return vehicle will be compli- 
cated by its small size, darkness and 
heavy snow, state media reported. 
Plans call for it to perform an initial 
bounce off the Earth's atmosphere to 
reduce its speed before passing 
through and floating down on para- 
chutes, making it difficult to pre- 
cisely calculate where it will land, 
the official Xinhua News Agency 
quoted Bian Hancheng, a leader of 
the recovery crew, as saying. 

State broadcaster CCTV showed 


hone in on signals. 


four military helicopters standing by 
Wednesday morning ata base on the 
snow-covered grasslands. Crews in ve- 
hicles on the ground will also seek to 


While sprawling in size, the area is 
relatively familiar because of its use as 
a landing site for China's Shenzhou 
crewed spaceships. Chang'e 5 set down 
on the moon on Dec. 1 and collected 
about 2 kilograms (4.4 pounds) of sam- 
ples by scooping them from the surface, 
and by drilling 2 meters (about 6 feet) 
into the moon's crust. The samples were 
deposited in a sealed container that 
was carried back to the return module 
by an ascent vehicle. 

Flying a Chinese flag, the lander 
ceased functioning soon after it was 
used as a launching pad for the as- 
cender, which was ejected from the 
orbiter after transferring the samples 
and came to rest on the moon's surface. 
The spacecraft's return will mark the 
first time scientists have obtained fresh 
samples of lunar rocks since the former 
Soviet Union's Luna 24 robot probe in 
1976. Chang'e 5 blasted off from a 


launch base in China's southern is- 
land province of Hainan on Novem- 
ber 23 on a mission expected to last 
23 days. It marks China's third suc- 


cessful lunar landing but the only 


one to lift off again from the moon. 
Its predecessor, Chang'e 4, became 
the first probe to land on the moon's 
little-explored far side and contin- 
ues to send back data on conditions 
that could affect a future extended 
stay by humans on the moon. The 
moon has been a particular focus of 
the Chinese space program, which 
says it plans to land humans there 
and possibly construct a permanent 


base. No timeline or other details 


(AP) 


have been announced. 

China also has joined the effort 
to explore Mars. In July, it launched 
the Tianwen 1 probe, which was car- 
rying a lander anda robot rover to 
search for water. China's space pro- 
gram has proceeded more cau- 
tiously than the US-Soviet space 
race of the 1960s, which was marked 
by fatalities and launch failures. 


WASHINGTON, DEC 16 / 
--/ COVID-19 is associated 
with a higher need for ven- 
tilators, more admissions 
into intensive care units 
(ICUs), and nearly five 
times the risk of death 
among hospitalised pa- 
tients than those suffering 
from the flu, according toa 
study. Researchers at the 
Washington University 
School of Medicine in the 
US noted that although 
both COVID-19 and the flu 
attack the lungs, the former 
viral disease can also dam- 
age other organs. The latest 
study, published in The 
BMJ, shows that COVID-19 
was linked with an in- 
creased risk of conditions 
such as acute kidney and 
liver damage, as well as 
heart disorders, stroke, se- 
vere septic shock, low 
blood pressure, excessive 
blood clotting and new-on- 
set diabetes. "Many high- 
profile, public compari- 
sons between COVID-19 
and the flu have been 
made; however, those com- 
parisons mostly were 


Pak govt to 
approach SCto 
hold Senate polls 
through open 


voting 

ISLAMABAD, DEC 16 /--/ 
The Pakistan government is 
planning to approach the 
Supreme Court to hold the 
Senate elections in a trans- 
parent way through open 
voting and avoid horse-trad- 
ing allegations, according 
to a media report today. 

A Cabinet meeting 
headed by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Tuesday de- 
cided to hold the Senate elec- 
tions on 52 seats in February, 
the Dawn newspaper re- 
ported. Information minis- 
ter Shibli Faraz, after the 
meeting, told reporters that 
the government would ap- 
proach the Supreme Court to 
seek its guidance on holding 
the Senate elections 
through show of hands. He 
said since Senate elections 
tended to always become 
controversial and subject to 
horse-trading allegations, 
the government wanted the 
polls to be transparent and 
genuine. A bill had been 
presented in the National 
Assembly on this on the ba- 
sis of an earlier Supreme 
Court order and the Cabinet 
discussed how the bill could 
be passed, the minister said. 

The elections are to be 
held for 52 seats of the upper 
house because as many 
members of the 104-member 
Senate will retire on March 
11. The Senate members are 
elected for six years, but 
half of them retire every 
three years at completion of 
their term. Its members are 
elected by the four provin- 
cial assemblies on the basis 
of proportional representa- 
tion. All federating units 
have equal representation in 
the Senate. During the meet- 
ing, Prime Minister Khan 
said legal reforms regarding 
the elections were meant 
only to make the entire proc- 
ess transparent and the 
doors were open for all po- 
litical parties for talks on 
the issue, the report said. 
(PTI) 


Indian-American Raja Chari among 3 astronauts 
selected by NASA for SpaceX Crew-3 mission 


WASHINGTON, DEC 16 / 
--/ Indian-American US Air 
Force Colonel Raja Chari 
has been selected as the 
Commander of the SpaceX 
Crew-3 mission to the Inter- 
national Space Station 
(ISS) by NASA and the Eu- 
ropean Space Agency. 
Chari, 48, will serve as 
the commander’ while 
NASA's Tom Marshburn 
will be pilot and ESA's 
Matthias Maurer will serve 
as amission specialist for 
the SpaceX Crew-3 mission 
to the ISS, which is ex- 
pected to launched next 
year. A fourth crew mem- 
ber will be added ata later 
date, following a review by 
NASA and its international 
partners, NASA said ina 
statement on Monday. 
"Excited and honored to 
be training with 


@astro_matthias and 
@AstroMarshburn in prep 
for a trip to the 
@Space_Station," Chari 
said in a tweet on Monday. 
"Proud to be working and 
training with Matthias 
Maurer and Thomas Henry 
Marshburn in preparation 
for a mission to the Interna- 
tional Space Station aboard 
the SpaceX Crew Dragon," 
he posted on his Facebook 
page. 

This will be the first 
spaceflight for Chari, who 
became a NASA astronaut 
in 2017. He was born in 
Milwaukee, but considers 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, his 
hometown, NASA said. He 
is a colonel in the US Air 
Force and joins the mission 
with extensive experience 
as atest pilot. He has accu- 
mulated more than 2,500 


hours of flight time in his 
career. Chari was selected 
earlier this month as a 
member of the Artemis 
Team and is now eligible 
for assignment to a future 
lunar mission, itsaidina 
statement. 

Chari's father Srinivas 
Chari came to the US ata 
young age from Hyderabad 
for an engineering degree. 
"It's official... next stop: In- 
ternational @Space_ Sta- 
tion! In late 2021, I'll fly to 
humankind's orbital out- 
post for the first time, con- 
tinuing our quest to dis- 
cover more in space for 
#Earth. Get ready for 
#cosmickiss a declaration 
of love for space," Maurer 
tweeted. Maurer comes 
from Sankt Wendel, in the 
German state of Saarland. 
Like Chari, Maurer will be 


making his first trip to 
space with the Crew-3 mis- 
sion. Before becoming an 
astronaut, Maurer helda 
number of engineering and 
research roles, both ina 
university setting and at 
European Space Agency 
(ESA). 

Marshburn is a 
Statesville, North Carolina, 
native who became an as- 
tronaut in 2004. Prior to 
serving in the astronaut 
corps, the medical doctor 
served as a flight surgeon at 
NASA's Johnson Space 
Center in Houston and later 
became medical operations 
lead for the International 
Space Station. 

The Crew-3 mission 
will be his third visit to the 
space Station and his sec- 
ond long-duration mission. 
When Chari, Marshburn, 


and Maurer arrive at the or- 
biting laboratory, they will 
become expedition crew 
members for the duration 
of their six-month stay. The 
crew will have a slight 
overlap with the Crew-2 as- 
tronauts, who are expected 
to launch in the spring of 
2O0ALs 

This will not be the 
first commercial crew mis- 
sion to overlap. The Crew-1 
astronauts, who are cur- 
rently on the station, and 
the Crew-2 astronauts, also 
are expected to coincide in 
their sojourns for a short 
time. Increasing the total 
number of astronauts 
aboard the station is allow- 
ing the agency to boost the 
number of science investi- 
gations conducted in the 
unique microgravity envi- 
ronment, NASA said. (PTI) 


drawn using disparate data 
and statistical methods that 
have resulted in a lot of 
conjecture," said senior 
study author Ziyad Al-Aly, 
an assistant professor at 
Washington University. 
"Our research represents 
an apples-to-apples com- 
parison between the two 
diseases," Al-Aly said. 

The researchers ana- 
lysed de-identified medi- 
cal records in a database 
maintained by the US De- 
partment of Veterans Af- 
fairs, the country's largest 
integrated health-care de- 
livery system. They exam- 
ined information involving 
3,641 patients hospitalised 
in the US with COVID-19 
from February 1 through 
June 17, 2020, as well as 
12,676 patients hospital- 
ised with the flu at some 
point from January 1, 2017, 
through December 31, 2019. 
The average age of patients 
with either COVID-19 or the 
flu was 69, the researchers 
said. Among patients hospi- 
talised for either COVID-19 
or the flu, those infected 
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Londonenters highestCOVID-19 alert COVID-19 patients at five times higher 
risk of death than those with flu: Study 


with the novel coronavirus 
were nearly five times 
more likely to die than 
those with influenza, they 
said. The study noted that 
of the 12,676 patients with 
flu, 674 (5.3 per cent) died, 
and of 3,641 patients with 
COVID-19, 676 (18.5 per 
cent) died. On average, the 
COVID-19 patients were 
four times more likely to re- 
quire breathing machines 
and almost 2.5 times more 
likely to be treated in the 
ICU, according to the re- 
searchers. COVID-19 pa- 
tients were also more likely 
to be hospitalised for 
longer, an average of three 
extra days, they said. 

The study also found 
that there was a higher risk 
of developing diabetes 
among COVID-19 patients 
than flu patients -- nine 
more cases per 100 people. 
"These patients didn't have 
diabetes until they got 
COVID-19," Al-Aly said. 
"Then their blood sugar 
spiked, and they needed 
huge doses of insulin. Is the 
diabetes reversible, or will 


it require long-term man- 
agement? Will it be Type 1 
or Type 2 diabetes? We just 
don't know because COVID- 
19 barely existed a year 
ago," he added.The finding 
also showed that the 
COVID-19 patients most at 
risk for death were those 75 
years old and older who 
also had chronic kidney 
disease or dementia, Afri- 
can Americans who were 
considered medically 
obese, or who had diabetes 
or kidney disease. The re- 
searchers also found that, 
when compared with the 
flu, COVID-19 was associ- 
ated with a higher risk of 
acute kidney damage and 
severe sepsis shock -- both 
at Six more cases on average 
per 100 hospitalized pa- 
tients. Compared with flu 
patients, people with 
COVID-19 also required 
more medications to treat 
severely low blood pres- 
sure, a condition that can 
lead to organ damage and 
death --11.5 more people 
per 100 people, the re- 
searchers said. (PTI) 


Turning the page? Republicans 


acknowledge Biden's victory 


WASHINGTON, DEC 16 /- 
-/ More than a month after 
the election, top Republi- 
cans finally acknowledged 
Joe Biden as the next US 
President on Tuesday, a col- 
lapse in GOP resistance to 
the millions of voters who 
decisively chose the Demo- 
crat. Foreign leaders joined 
the parade, too, including 
Russia's Vladimir Putin. 

Speaking from the floor 
of the US Senate where 
Biden spent 36 years of his 
career, Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell congratu- 
lated his former colleague 
as President-elect. The two 
men spoke later in the day. 
Secretary of state Mike 
Pompeo, meanwhile, was to 
meet with his likely succes- 
sor in the new administra- 
tion, Antony Blinken. And 
GOP Sen. Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina, one of 
President Donald Trump's 
closest allies, said he'd spo- 
ken with some of Biden's 
Cabinet picks. 

A similar shift unfolded 
in capitals across the world, 
where leaders including 
Russia's Putin and Mexico's 
Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador acknowledged 
Biden's win. The moves 
come a day after electors na- 
tionwide formally cast votes 
affirming Biden's victory in 
last month's presidential 
election. 

And while that clears a 
more stable path for Biden 
to assume the presidency, it 
does little to stop Trump 
from continuing to try to un- 
dermine confidence in the 
results with baseless allega- 
tions that have been re- 
jected by judges across po- 
litical spectrum. 

The growing acknowl- 
edgement of reality in 


Washington was triggered 
by the Electoral College for- 
mally voting on Monday to 
seal Biden's win with 306 
votes to Trump's 232, the 
same margin that Trump 
pulled together four years 
ago. Thenormally humdrum 
political ceremony didn't 
change the facts of the elec- 
tion, but was nonetheless 
used as political cover by 
leading Republicans. Many 
of us had hoped the Presi- 
dential election would 
yield a different result, 
McConnell said. But our 
system of government has 
the processes to determine 
who will be sworn in on Jan. 


20. The Electoral College 
has spoken. The bureau- 
cratic transition from 
Trump's government to 
Biden's actually began 
weeks ago, despite the presi- 
dent's legal challenges. Still, 
the suddenly conciliatory 
stance from many Republi- 
cans could thaw the political 
deep freeze that has gripped 
Washington lately. 

Biden has been trying to 
build momentum as he pre- 
pares to assume the presi- 
dency while facing the his- 
toric challenge of vaccinat- 
ing hundreds of millions of 
Americans against the 
coronavirus. (AP) 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE 
INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANISATION 
Cee eee ee ees ey el Se debe 
ISRO TELEMETRY TRACKING AND COMMAND NETWORK (ISTRAC) 
Plot No. 12 & 13, 3rd Main, 2nd Phase, 
a MPU Mee Melero tet 
Ph: 080-28094182, 4541 Fax: 080-28094180 


BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE 
1. On behalf of President of India, item rate E-Tenders are invited from Contractors of 


appropriate class for following work 


NIT No.: ISTRAC/CMG/E/CON/E-Tender-45/2020-21 Dated: 14.12.2020 


Name of Work: Electrical works for 11 Mtr. Antenna Supporting Structure and 
Facility Building for IRCDR at Port Blair (External Electrification) - 2nd Call 


Estimate Cost put to Tender Rs.46.38 Lakhs 


Tender Document details 


Period during which tender saul an 9 49 onan al 
decument can he downloaded From 16.12.2020 to 30.12.2020 till 16.00 hrs. 
Bid Clarifications From 17.12.2020 to 31.12.2020 till 16.00 hrs. 
Last date of reply to Bid Clarification | 01.01.2021 upto 16.00 hrs. 


Last date & time for receipt of 
tenders 


04.01.2021 upto 16.00 hrs. 


Due date and time of opening 
08.01.2021 after 11.00 hrs. 
Earnest money deposit (EMD) Rs.92,760/- 


2. Interested Tenderers may please refer Detailed Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) for 
eligibility criteria and other details in website: www.isro.gov.in and download the tender 
documents from www.tenderwizard.com/lSRO 





GROUP HEAD-CMG, ISTRAC 


OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
EXCISE DEPARTMENT 


PORT BLAIR 


Application No: 2020103012023041 


NOTICE 


Date: 14-Dec-2020 


It is brought to the notice of the general public that Mr. JAVED 
KHAN, Son of Mr. FARID KHAN R/o has applied for the grant of bar 
license for AAABEA RESORTS AND LEISURE PVT LTD WARD NO 


4 Wandoor 


Ferrargunj 


NICOBAR ISLANDS 744103 


South Andaman, 


ANDAMAN AND 


In this regard, if any person has any objection to this, he/she may file 


objection 


writing the 


Objection 


using the URL 


https://www.edistrict.andaman.gov.in/PublicObjection/NewBarLicense 
along with the proofs within 15 days of the issue of this notice. 


Objection received after the stipulated period will not be entertained. 


Only those objections which attract provisions contained in the Excise 
Regulations, Rules, Policy and Guidelines will be examined. 


Sd/- 


Assistant Commissioner (Excise) 


Andaman & Nicobar Islands 


Your objection can be raised for this notice by 


a) Keying in 


the 
2020103012023041 


number 
URL 


application 
in the 


http://www.edistrict.andaman.gov.in/ 
PublicObjection/NewBarLicense 


(or) 


(b) Reading the QR Code with mobile QR 





Code reader and veri 


though online. 
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+ Fire fighters rescue goat stuck in 
Municipal Shopping Complex 
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SC indicates forming committee to resolve 
deadlock; not a solution, say farmers 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ The Supreme Court 
today indicated that it may form a committee 
having representatives of the government and 
farmer unions across the country to resolve the 
deadlock over farmers protesting at several 
roads near Delhi borders against the three new 
agri laws saying "it may become a national issue". 

However, protesting farmer unions said 
constituting a new panel to break the stalemate 
on the three new agri laws, as indicated by the 
Supreme Court, is nota solution as they wanta 
complete withdrawal of the legislations. They 
also said the Union government 
should have formed a committee 
of farmers and others before the 
laws were’ enacted by 
Parliament. Your negotiations 
have not worked apparently. It is 
bound to fail. You are saying you 
are willing to negotiate, a bench 
headed by Chief Justice S A 
Bobde told Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta. Mehta, who is 
representing the Centre replied: 
“Yes, we are willing to talk to 
farmers.” When the apex court 
asked the solicitor general to 
give names of the farmer 
organisations, which are 
blocking the roads on Delhi borders, he said he 
can give the names of those with whom 
Government is holding discussions. 

"There are members of Bharatiya Kisan 
Union and other organizations who are talking to 
the government , Mehta said adding that 
government is talking with the protesting farmer 
organisations and he can give those names to the 
court. He also said now, it appears that others 
have taken over the farmers protest. The law 
officer said farmers and government are 
engaging in talks and government was and is 
ready for the talks. Difficulty is their (farmers) 
approach that you either repeal these Acts or we 
will not talk. They had come with placards of yes 





or no during the talks. Ministers were talking 
with them and they wanted to discuss the issue 
with farmers but they (leaders of farmer 
organisations) turned their chairs and showed 
their back with placards of yes or no, Mehta 
added. Taking note of submissions, the apex 
court told the advocates appearing for different 
parties as to what it tentatively proposes to do. We 
will form a committee to resolve the dispute. We 
will have members of the government, members 
from farmer organisations in it. This may soon 
become a national issue. We will have members 








from farmer organisations from rest of India also. 
You propose list of names of committee members 
said the bench, also comprising Justices AS 
Bopanna and V Ramasubramanian. The apex 
court issued notices to the Centre and others on 
a batch of petitions seeking removal of farmers 
camping at borders of Delhi and amicable 
solution of the dispute. In a hearing conducted 
via video conferencing, the bench directed the 
petitioners to make protesting farmer unions 
parties to the pleas and posted the matter for 
hearing on Thursday. The law officer said that 
positive and constructive talks were going on and 
"government will not do anything which is 
against the interest of farmers". At the outset, 


advocate Om Prakash Parihar, appearing for 
petitioner Rishabh Sharma, said that the roads 
are blocked at Delhi borders by the protesting 
farmers which is causing inconvenience to the 
public. Sharma referred to October 7 order of 
the top court, delivered on a petition filed by 
advocate Amit Sahni against the blockade ofa 
road in the Shaheen Bagh area here by those 
protesting against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, which said public spaces 
cannot be occupied indefinitely. 
The bench said there cannot be any 
precedent in a matter of 
‘ala law and order situation 
and cannot pass orders 





Who has without hearing all the 
prevented these parties. Petitioner G S 
farmers from Mani told the bench that he 

; has land in Tamil Nadu 
Conn. to and do farming whenever 
Delhi?..... You he goes to his native place 
are the only party and referred to the issue of 
before us eevee a Mani jew 

S that he want the issue to be 

upreme resolved amicably through 

Court bench talks and a_ peaceful 


solution to this problem. 
By The bench said, “who has 

prevented these farmers 
from coming to Delhi?” to which Mehta said that 
it is police who has done so. You are the only 
party before us the bench told to Solicitor 
General. Hours later, Abhimanyu Kohar, a 
leader of the Rashtriya Kisan Mazdoor Sabha 
which is one of 40 protesting farmer unions, 
said they have already rejected a recent 
government offer to form such a panel. "Setting 
up a new committee by the court is nota 
solution. We just want a complete repeal of the 
three agriculture laws. Earlier, there have been 
several rounds of talks between a group of 
Central ministers and farmer unions, which was 
like a committee itself," Kohar told news 
agency PTI. (PTI) 





LOCAL NEWS 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


PORT BLAIR, DEC 16/--/ All know that they can 
count on the first responders in emergencies, but 
humans aren’t the only ones who find themselves 
in need of help at times. The brave fire fighters 
also frequently risk their lives to save 
individuals, who will never even be able to say 
“thank you”—at least, not with words. Living up 
to its reputation of being the first responders to 
any emergency, ateam of fire fighters came tothe 
rescue of a trapped goat at Municipal Shopping 
Complex at Aberdeen Bazar on Tuesday. 
Firefighters from Aberdeen Fire Station 
rushed to the rescue of the kid, which 
shopkeepers informed that it had been stuck 
between two walls on the under-construction 
building. The goat got trapped between two walls. 
After mulling over options, it was decided to 
break a portion of the wall to rescue the goat. 
“Fire fighters proved again that they are really 
the first responders to any emergency, who step 
in even when animals are in danger. The team of 
fire fighters rushed immediately to the rescue of 
the goat after being informed. Like many 
instances in the past, firemen rescued the goat 
with the help of labourers and technical 
assistance,” said a fire fighter, who didn’t wish to 


be named. 


Chakraborty Hospital: Leader in providing...... 


lodging and boarding and sometimes going to 
hospitals with big names, that makes the whole 
process expensive and sore. The actually cost, all 
encompassing, may actually bring a sigh of relief to 
the people, Dr Chakraborty remarked. To know 
about the chemotherapy facility in Chakraborty 
Hospital, one may contact over ph no: 8900980016/ 


From page-1 


So far, about seven patients from these islands 
have received chemotherapy at Chakraborty 


Hospital since January 2020. Refuting the common 
notion about chemotherapy being expensive, Dr 
Chakraborty said chemotherapy in itself is not 
expensive; it is the burden of travelling, by the 
patient and at least an attendant to mainland, 


9932084868. 











Negative 
RTPCRtest 


From page-1 

While air passengers, 
particularly people of the 
islands had to pay Rs 500 
for conducting RAT test at 
VSI airport, islanders fear 
that they now have to pay 
more for conducting the 
RTPCR test in private 
laboratories in mainland. 
Since there is no fixed rate 
for the RTPCR test, across 
the country many private 
laboratories in mainland 
charge high prices for 
conducting the RTPCR test. 
Meanwhile, passengers on 
board the Go Air flight 
enroute Port Blair from 
Chennai had a tough time 
on Tuesday as the flight 
couldn’t land at the airport 
here due to turbulent 
weather and was forced to 
return back to Chennai. 
Passengers also lamented 
the sudden enforcement of 
the mandatory RT-PCR 
negative test report on 
arrival to these islands. “I 
came to Chennai with my 
father for medical 
treatment and was 
scheduled to be back home 
on Tuesday. However, the 
flight returned back to 
Chennai due to rough 
weather prevailing at 
Chennai. After facing 
countless problems at 
Chennai, the order of the 
administration to 
mandatorily carry RTPCR 
test report on arrival at Port 
Blair has added to our 
woes,” said Rathish, an 
islander on board Go Air 
flight. 


Relay hunger strike by Katchal Tamil settlers enters 24th day 


had agreed in-principle 


Katchal is expected to be 


However, 48 families 





Farmers shout slogans as they block the road during a protest 
against farm bills passed by India's parliament, at Delhi-Noida 


border on the outskirts of Dethi 


——— Photo : Reuters 


Telecom equipment from China 
to face curbs as Cabinet approves 
buying only from ‘trusted source' 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ 
Telecom equipment from 
China may face fresh curbs 
after the Cabinet today 
cleared a proposal to 


secure telecom 
infrastructure by 
designating a "trusted 


source" for the purchase of 


equipment by service 
providers. Briefing 
newspersons after the 


meeting of the cabinet 
committee on security 
headed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Law, 
telecom and IT minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad saida 
National Security Directive 
on Telecommunication 
Sector has been framed 
keeping in mind the 
national security. 
"Considering the need to 
ensure India's national 
security, the Cabinet has 
accorded approval for the 
National Security Directive 
on Telecommunication 
Sector," Prasad said. Under 
the provisions of this 
directive, the government 
will declare a list of trusted 
sources and_ trusted 
products for installation in 
the country's telecom 
network. "The methodology 
to designate trusted 
products will be devised by 
the designated authority, 
the National Cyber 
Security Coordinator. 
Telecom service providers 
are required to connect 
new devices that are 
designated trusted 
products," Prasad said. In 
recent months, India has 


banned the import of 
equipment from China for 
use in sectors ranging from 
telecom to power citing 
national security reasons. 
These bans were driven by 
concerns such as spyware or 
malicious software - known 
as "malware" being 
embedded in the imported 
equipment. "The list of the 
trusted source and product 
will be decided based on 
approval of a committee 
headed by the deputy 
national security advisor. 
The committee will consist 
of members from relevant 
departments, ministries 
and will also have two 
members from the industry 
and independent experts. 
The committee will be 
called the National Security 
Committee on Telecom," 
Prasad sald. The 
government will also create 
a list of designated sources 
from whom no procurement 
can be done. "The present 
directive does not envisage 
mandatory replacement of 
the existing equipment 
already inducted in the 
network of TSPs," the 
minister said. Last year, the 
government banned imports 
of Chinese handsets without 
the International Mobile 
Equipment Identity, or 
IMEI, number, again citing 
security reasons such as the 
use of stolen handsets to 
make terror or hoax calls. 
The IMEI number of a 
mobile phone is a 15-digit 
number unique to every 
mobile handset. It prevents 


stolen handsets from 
making calls and allows 
security agencies to track 
down a specific user. Prasad 
said the directive will also 


not affect annual 
maintenance contracts or 
updates to existing 
equipment already 


inducted in the network as 
on the date of effect of the 
directive. The directive has 
provisions to qualify 
telecom gears made by 
domestic players in the 
trusted category. "Those that 
meet the criteria of the 
department of 
telecommunications' (DOT) 
preferential market access 
(PMA) scheme will be 
certified as India trusted 
sources. "The National 
Security Committee on 
Telecom will take measures 
to increase the use of 
equipment from_ such 
Indian trusted sources," 
Prasad said. The PMA 
scheme gives weightage to 
telecom gears developed 
and manufactured by 
indigenous companies. The 
DoT will suitably notify 
guidelines and ensure 
monitoring of compliance 
by telecom service 
providers of the directive. 
"The department of telecom 
will make appropriate 
modifications in the licence 
conditions for the 
implementations of the 
provisions of the directive. 
The policy will come into 
operation after 180 days 
from the date of approval," 
the minister stated. (PTI) 


Team co-led by Indian scientists solve 





mystery of how malaria affects brain 


NEW DELHI, DEC 16 /--/ Using brain 
imaging techniques, scientists, including 
those from The Center for the Study of 
Complex Malaria in Odisha, have unravelled 
the century old mystery of how malaria 
affects the brain, an advance which reveals 
how the deadly disease causes different 
outcomes in adults and children. According 
to the researchers, cerebral malariaisa 


but these don't allow you to compare 
between survivors and fatalities," said Sam 
Wassmer, a co-lead author of the study from 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine (LSHTM) in the UK. "By using 
neuroimaging techniques to see a snapshot 
of the living brain, we were able to identify 
the specific cause of death in adults," 
Wassner said. 


From page-1 compliance the 
Placing Slogans decision taken by the 
against the former Prime Minister of 


administration on the 
pyre, the agitators in 
large numbers served 
an ultimatum to the 
administration to take 
appropriate steps to 
fulfill their demands. 
EOI in 2018 reported 
that Tamilians 
repatriated from Sri 
Lanka back in 1976 
were all set to get 
allotment of 1000 
sq.mtrs of land plus 
financial package in 


India, Late Atal Behari 
Vajpayee in January 
2008. Following 
persistent efforts by the 
former Member. of 
Parliament, Mr Bishnu 
Pada Ray, the _ Lt. 
Governor’ of these 
islands and the Chief 
Secretary had taken up 
the long pending demand 
with the Prime Minister 
and the Home Minister 
of India following which 
the Union Government 


agreed to revive the 
package proposed by 
Late AB Vajpayee for 
Tamil settlers settled in 
the Katchal Island. 

Mr Bishnu Pada Ray, 
in the presence of Mr 
Lawrence, aé_ fourth 
generation Tamilian 
settler from Katchal, had 
then informed _ that 
allotment of 1000 
sq.-mtrs of land at 
Kadakachang in South 
Andaman along witha 
financial package for 
Tamilian settlers of 


announced soon. After 
an agreement between 
Late Lall Bahadur 
Shastri, the then Prime 
Minister of India and Mr 
Bhandernayke, the then 
President of Sri Lanka in 
the year of 1976, the 
Indian origin Tamil 
community of Sri Lanka 
were settled in Little 
Andaman and at Shoal 
Bay under South 
Andaman District and all 
them were allotted 2 
hectares of land under 
colonisation scheme. 


settled in Katchal were 
allotted only 0.5 hectares 
land. The disparity was 
raised during the IDA 
meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Mr Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, the then 
Prime Minister of India 
in the month of January 
2003 wherein it was 
decided to maintain 
equal status for all Sri 
Lankan settlers, 
remaining 1.5 hectors 
land will be allotted to 48 
families settled in 
Katchal Island. 


severe, life-threatening complication of 
infection with the Plasmodium falciparum 
parasite that can infect humans through the 
bite of Anopheles mosquitoes. 

While a fifth of people with this form of 
the disease die despite treatment, and 
neurocognitive after-effects are common in 
survivors, they said the effects of malaria 
on the brain have puzzled scientists for the 
last 100 years. The study, published in the 
journal Clinical Infectious Diseases on 
Wednesday, used cutting-edge MRI scans to 
compare the changes in the brains of 
survivors with those who died from the 
diseaseacross differentage-groups. "For years, 
scientists have relied on autopsies to 
understand the pathology ofcerebralmalaria, 


In the study, the scientists assessed 65 
patients withcerebralmalariaand26control 
patients with 'uncomplicated' malaria, who 
were being treated at Ispat General Hospital 
in Rourkela. They found that brain swelling 
tends to decrease with the age of the patient, 
and that, unlike in children, there was no 
correlation between brain swelling and 
death inadult patients from the same cohort. 
Instead, theresearcherssaidfataladult cases 
had severe oxygen deprivation affecting all 
brain structures, compared to only localised 
oxygen-deprivation in survivors. They said 
the findings were corroborated by 
significantly elevated levels of specific 
molecules in the blood which indicate 
oxygen-deprivation. (PTI) 
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Philips India provides over 400 air 
purifiers through HelpAge India 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/ 
Philips India Limited 
announced the company’s 
association with HelpAge 
India to install over 400 
units of its bestselling Air 
Purifiers in old age homes 
in 7 cities across India 
including Delhi, Mumbai, 
and Kolkata. Representing 
a positive step forward in 
improving the indoor air 
quality, Philips air purifiers 
will be installed in more 
than 40 old age homes and 
will enable more than 2300 
elderly residents to combat 
allergies and respiratory 
problems by providing 
clean and healthy air. 

The problem of 
polluted air in winters isa 
challenge, especially for the 
elderly, who are prone to 
respiratory illness, which 
gets aggravated with 
deteriorating air quality. 
Philips India appreciates 
the role these old age homes 
play in taking care of the 
elderly residents, who are 
more vulnerable to diseases 
and age-related illness. 
These centers are doing 
their best in providing them 
the care and attention they 


Sonu Sood partners 
with Spice Money 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/ 
Spice Money, the rural 
fintech firm, announced 
that the company has joined 
hands with actor, 
humanitarian and 
philanthropist, Sonu Sood 
to achieve their mutual 
vision to digitally and 
financially empower 1 crore 
rural entrepreneurs. 

Since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic Sonu 
Sood’s goal has been to help 


those in need in the 
remotest corners of the 
country, while Spice 


Money’s aim has been to 
strengthen the country’s 
rural economy through 
digital empowerment and 
financial inclusion. Given 
their common vision to 
digitally uplift rural India, 
Sonu Sood and Spice Money 
will jointly work towards 
creating an entrepreneurial 
mindset in towns and 
villages. As part of the 
association, SonuSood will 
own equity stake in the 
company and has been 
appointed as a Non- 
Executive Advisory Board 
Member. 

Dilip Modi, Founder of 
Spice Money said, “Spice 
Money is on a mission to 
digitally and financially 
empower over 1 crore rural 
entrepreneurs. We are 
thrilled to have in 
SonuSood, a partner who 
shares the same passion. We 
will together enable Indians 
to harness the power of 
technology in earning an 
independent livelihood 
without having to leave 
their homes and families. 
This strategic association 
will leverage digital 
solutions and knowledge 
creation through the Spice 
Money platform, to promote 
self-reliance, 
entrepreneurship and 
financial inclusion in every 
corner of ‘Bharat’.” 

Speaking on the 
occasion Sonu Sood said, “I 
strongly believe that 
together, we will chart the 
future for an Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat. Humeinhargaonko 
digitally saaksham banaana 
hai. Through my 
experiences over the last 
few months, I have gained 
an eye-opening perspective 
on the needs and struggles 
of the people in towns and 
villages of India. My vision 
is to make my countrymen, 
socio-economically 
independent and _ self- 
reliant using technology. 
My association with Spice 
Money will help us jointly 
achieve just that. The 
company’s technology 
prowess and extensive 
reach in the country gave 
me an unparalleled 
platform to reach out to 
citizens in rural India. ” 














deserve. 

It is a very proud 
moment for Philips India to 
associate with the cause and 
be able to contribute 
towards the welfare of the 
residents of these old age 
homes who are. the 
appropriate beneficiaries 
for this support. Often the 
toxic mix of air pollutants 
including viruses, germs, 
bacteria, and allergens pose 
a health risk that can lead to 
short and _ long-term 
respiratory problems 
especially the elderly and 
people with low immunity. 
Philips air purifiers can 
assist in improving the 





cleanliness 


of air by 
helping eliminate indoor air 
contaminants. This 
contribution is Philips way 
of showcasing care to those 
who spend most of their 
time indoors especially 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic and onset of the 
cold weather. 

Sharing his thoughts on 
this association, Gulbahar 
Taurani, Vice President, 
Personal Health, Philips 
Indian Subcontinent, said, 
“As aresponsible company, 
we understand that to 
improve the lives and well- 
being of our fellow citizens, 
we need to go above and 


beyond our innovative 
solutions and make them 
accessible to consumers and 
the underserved 
communities in need. 
Particularly vulnerable are 
the elderly who often suffer 
from weaker immune 
systems and can possibly 
face the adverse effects of 
air pollution on their 
health. We are proud to join 
hands with HelpAge Indiaas 
they continue their 
exemplary work in helping 
and caring for the elderly 
communities in India in 


these unprecedented 
times.” 

“Old age homes across 
India require support 


during these challenging 
times. They area home away 
from home, for elders who 
have nowhere else to go and 
have virtually no support 
system. As part of HelpAge 
India’s initiative to reach 
out to old age homes and 
elder residents, with 
supplies, ration and other 
healthcare andage care 
support, we are happy to 
facilitate this donation by 
Phillips India”, says Dr. 
Imtiaz Ahmed, Mission 
Head — Agecare, HelpAge 
India. 


IJM launches Calendar 2021 


Features survivors of Trafficking 





EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/International 
Justice Mission, Kolkata, launched their 
Annual Calendar for 2021. Each month 
features the story of a survivor of 
trafficking who has braved the odds and 
shown resilience. The theme highlights a 
medium for the voices of those whose 


battles go unheard. 


“A survivors effort in telling their 
stories is praiseworthy because such 
events usually scar people for life, leaving 
them incapable of harbouring hopes fora 
better future. What makes it more 
encouraging is that these champion 
survivors feel that narrating their struggles 
will give strength to those who have 
encountered the same predicament. This is 
another sort of victory in the fight against 
said Saji Philip, 
Director of Operations, International 
Justice Mission, Kolkata. The stories may 
have the common subjects of those rescued 
from trafficking but their aspirations are 
is already a 
supervisor in a tailoring job, *Shefaliis 
keen on building a home and pursuing the 
life that she always dreamt of. Their 
struggles and victories will motivate those 
with similar circumstances to come 


human trafficking,” 


diverse: While *Neha 


forward. 


“It is overwhelming for me to reach out 
to so many people through this calendar and 





I hope my story mare encourage others to 
come forward as well,” said *Ahana. One of 
the pages of the calendar has the story of 
*Saumya who radiates and inspires others 
with self-confidence. Today, she is studying 
to complete her higher education with the 
aim of being a teacher. Since her rescue in 
2014 she has taken by several hobbies 
including singing, painting, dancing and 
playing chess. 

Through this calendar, International 
Justice Mission, Kolkata, brought together 
survivors of sex trafficking who showed the 


courage to dream big. Their aspirations are 


used.) 


simple, daring, and inspiring. (*Pseudonym 


Tide India introduces new upgrade 
Announces launch of Tide Plus oe Zia 





EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/ 
Tide has recently launched 
Tide Plus Double Power, 
anupgrade toits existing 
portfolio of Tide Plus Extra 
Power. This upgrade is 
being launched with an 
exciting new TV 
commercial, starring 
Bollywood actor and brand 
ambassador Ayushmann 
Khurrana. The latest 
version of detergent brand 
comes with an enhanced 
stain removal power, 
whitening benefit and 
longer lasting fragrance. 

Available at an 
introductory offer of INR 48 
for 500g, TidePlus Double 
Power is designed 
specifically to cater to the 
consumer's everyday needs 
by reducing their time 
invested in doing 
laundry.With increasing 
number of consumers 
spending their time at home 
this year, kids and adults 
alike have been getting 
more food stains than usual, 
which means’ Double 
Trouble for the homemaker. 
The New Tide Plus Double 
Power is equipped with 
Stain Magnets that work 
hard to pull out tough stains 
from the garments. 

Tide has been 
constantly innovating and 
upgrading its offering to 
continue delighting its 











consumers year on year. 
Tide is known to be a happy, 
bright and optimistic brand 
in the detergent category, 
and has always broughta 
smile to the audience with 
its witty and humorous 
communication. 

The new TVC features 
Ayushmann Khurrana, 
challenging his fans on 
removing tough food stains 
without any additional 


scrubbing or bar 
involved. With the dirt lift 
and lock technology 


removing grime, and not 
letting it settle back into the 
fibres, the new product 
formulation addresses the 
most important need of 
everyday stain removal, 


better fragrance and 
whiteness for an overall 
superior cleaning. 

Talking about the 


launch, Sharat Verma, 
Chief Marketing Officer 
and Vice President, Fabric 
Care at P&G India said, 
“The new Tide Plus Double 


Power is Tide pie S Heat 
formulation till date, anda 
significant improvement 
versus the previous product 
on every front -— be it stain 


removal, whiteness or 
fragrance. Tide is the 
leading detergent brand in 
the world, and with this new, 
upgraded Tide Double 
Power, we are bringing to 
market a _ formulation 
specially designed to 
delight the Indian consumer 
and give them brilliant 
cleaning at an affordable 
price.” 

Commenting on the new 
launch, Ayushmann said, 
“Tackling everyday stains 
is a mundane task every 
household has to encounter, 
and this has continued even 
during the recent lockdown. 
This newly launched Tide 
Plus Double Power product 
will give the users a 
delightful laundry 
experience. And just like I 
say in the exciting new TVC 
- Abhitak try nahikiya?" 





Thursday o December 17, 2020 


Vi & Bajaj Finance 


launch finance offer 
EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/Vi, 
the telecom brand and Bajaj 
Finance Ltd have entered 
into a strategic partnership 
to facilitate easy access to 
smartphones at affordable 
EMIs, along with 6 months 
and 1-year pre-paid plans 
from Vi. 

Enhancing affordability 
in device financing, the 
partnership unlocks ease of 
4G access for Vi customers, 
by enabling them to geta 
smartphone of their choice 
and an annual or half yearly 
Vi prepaid recharge plan at 
zero down payment and 
Easy EMIs. As part of the 
partnership the EMI will be 
calculated basis the total 
billed amount including the 
price of the smartphone and 
the recharge. Thereafter, the 
amount will be divided in to 
6 to 12 monthly instalments 
to derive the EMI amount. If 
customers opt for the INR 
1197 Vi Pre-paid recharge for 
6 months tenure, the EMI 
amount required to be paid 
by the customer will be INR 
200 instead of INR 249 open 
market recharges. In case, a 
customer opts for the annual 
Virecharge variant priced at 
INR 2399 for 12-months 
tenure, EMI amount 
required to be paid by 
customer is INR 200 instead 
of INR 299 open market 
recharges thereby giving 
customers significant 
savings. Here the customer 
gets the unique advantage of 
being able to save by paying 
the amount on affordable 
EMI’s. As part of the 
bundled offering, Vi 
customers choosing the pre- 
paid recharge with a 
validity of 6 months, can get 
Unlimited Voice benefits 
along with 1.5 Gb Data/day 
at INR 1197. Similarly, 
customers selecting for 12 
months recharge validity, 
will get 2 Gb Data/day along 
with Unlimited Voice 
benefits at a profitable INR 
2399. Both the proposition 
also offers 100 free SMS and 
free national roaming, 
against the recharge at the 
time of purchasing the 
device. Commenting on the 
partnership, Avneesh 
Khosla, Chief Marketing 
Officer, Vodafone Idea 
Limited said, “Enablinga 
better tomorrow for our 
consumers is at the core of 
our philosophy. We havea 
strong 4G network which 
covers 1 Bn Indians and we 
aim to unlock 4G access for 
all our customers. As Covid 
has fast tracked digital 
adoption, a smartphone has 
become a necessity in 
today’s digital society. 
Vodafone Idea is delighted to 
partner with Bajaj Finance 
Ltd. to equip our consumers 
with easy access to enjoy the 
benefits of the GIGAnet 
network. This partnership, 
with its unique financing 
solution, enables ease of 
ownership of asmartphone 
of their choice and the 
convenience of a worry-free 
recharge pack; allowing 
consumers to seamlessly 
enjoy the benefits of the 
Digital era.” 

Speaking about the 
alliance, ManishJain, Senior 
Executive Vice President, 
Bajaj Finance Ltd. said, “Itis 
our constant endeavour to 
bring to our customers more 
and more unique 
affordability offerings. This 
partnership offers a first of 
its kind proposition to help 
anew mobile customer get 
unmatched comprehensive 
savings.” 


Conference on 75th 
annniversary of the UN held 
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EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/The 
International 
Multidisciplinary Research 
Foundation organized an 
International Conference on 
Tuesday to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the United 
Nations. The topic of 
discussion was 
‘International Dialogue on 
UN Goals-Quality 
Education-The Future’. It 
was initiated by the IMRF 
Institute of Higher 
Education and Research. 
This international 
conference was chaired by 
Prof. Dr. Ratnakar D. Bala, 
who is the Director of the 
Foundation. 

The invited guests and 
speakers were eminent 
people from all over the 


Acropolis Mall decked 


world in the field of 
education: Dr. Mannava 
Sivakumar, Senior 
Consultant, UNESCO & 
WMO of UN, Geneva, 
Switzerland, Dr. Jagmohan 
Bajaj, Expert in UNESCO, 
Special Envoy, Ministry of 
Education, Macedonia, Dr. 
Chai Ching Tan, Professor, 
School of Management, 
Mae Fah Luang University; 
Chiang Rai, Thailand. Dr. 
Mangala Kohli, Director, 
Professor & Head 
Department of Anatomy, 
Vardhman Mahavir 
Medical College & 
Safdarjung Hospital, Delhi, 
India, Dr. Rouhangiz Hayati 
Dahiya, Vice Chancellor, 
Jayoti Vidyapeeth Women's 
University, Jaipur, 
Rajasthan, India, Dr. oe 
Zhyvko, Professor 


Management Department, 
Lviv State University of 
Internal Affairs, Lviv, 
Ukraine, Dr. Vivekananda 
Chakraborty, National 
Awardee Headmaster, 
Midnapore Town School 
(Heritage), Kolkota, India, 
Dr. Froilan Mobo, Assistant 
Director, Dept of Research & 
Development, IT and Social 
Sciences, Philippine 
Merchant Marine Academy, 
Philippines and Dr.P. Vijaya 
Vani, Director _ 
International Women’s 
Council, United Kingdom. 

On __—itthis Webinar 
distinguished personalities 
across the world were 
felicitated with awards for 
their remarkable 
achievement in the field of 
education all over the 
world. 





up with Red | for a 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/ 
With Christmas barely days 
away, Malls are gearing up 
to entice the children and 
their parents to soak in the 
yuletide spirit . This year 
Christmas is a little 
different with _ strict 
adherence to health and 
safety protocol. However 
there is no denying of the 
fact that Christmas season 
fills our spirit and heart 
with joy, happiness and 
ecstasy. One cannot deny 














that the spirit of love, joy 
and sharing still abounds. 

Acropolis Mall this year is 
decked up with Red, 
dazzling Christmas décor 
and is making sure its 
shoppers stay in a positive 
mood and mindset witha 
Bakery festival. This year 
Acropolis Mall is adorned 
with a magnificent red 
Christmas themed décor 
that will bring Christmas 
feel to the city. The Mall 
carefully chooses’ the 
vibrant red colour which 
reflects joy, positive spirit 
and celebration galore. The 
red hue gels well with its 


tagline “Mall of Joy”- 
which is the ethos of the 
Mall. The Santa Party 
themed décor features the 
enchanting scene where 
Santa Claus is sitting ona 
sledge pulled by the 
reindeers and the Christmas 
trees that surround the 
place. The décor revives the 
classics from childhood and 
will accord visitors the 
unique experience ensuring 
a perfect spot for great 
Photos, Selfies with family 
and friends. The hanging 
red decor filled with lights 
and stars at the entrance 
and exit gates will create a 





kaleidoscope effect giving 
shoppers the magical feel of 
Christmas. 

Speaking on the occasion K 
Vijayan, GM, Acropolis 
Mall said, "We expect a good 
turn out this Christmas as 
the celebration is in the air 
with achill. Our winter sale 
has already started in full 
swing and customers are 
spoilt for a choice from well- 
known brands. Christmas is 
a season of celebration 
when we all enjoy the 
yuletide spirit with new 
clothes, gifts galore and 
mouth-watering cakes and 
desserts. Acropolis is 
already geared up to attract 
children and their families 
with magnificent decor and 
the upcoming bakery 


festival to soak in the spirit 
of joy. We encourage 
children to bring their 
parents and make some 
memories this Christmas in 
ae safest way". 





Taj Chia Kutir Resort & SPA debuts in Dar eeling 


EOI CORRESPONDENT 


KOLKATA, DEC 16/--/Indian Hotels 
Company’s(IHCL)iconicbrand,Taj,today 
announced the 
openingofTaj Chia 
Kutir Resort &Spa, 
Darjeeling in the 
™ state of West 
Bengal. Theresort 
is situated in the world renowned 
Makaibari Tea Estate, founded in 1859, 
and home to the world’s first tea factory. 

PuneetChhatwal, Managing Director 
and Chief Executive Officer, The Indian 
Hotels Company, said, “IHCL with its 
pioneeringspirithasputmany destinations 
like Rajasthan, Goa and Keralaon the 
tourismmap. We are delighted to step 
into another new destination inthe East 





— Darjeeling. Taj Chia Kutir& Resort is 
awelcome addition toour existing hotels 
in the magnificent Himalayas.” 
Nestledamidstsun-kissedtea gardens, 
Taj Chia Kutir Resort&Spaisspread over 
22 acres. The 72-room resort, often 
enveloped in mist, has panoramic views 
oftherollinghills. Thedesign is inspired 
bythemeanderingteaterracesandblends 
withnature. Theculinary choicesinclude 
The Chia Veranda, 
diner,perchedinthenaturalsurrounding 
serving world cuisine. Sonargaon, the 
fine diningrestaurant,offers North West 
frontier, Punjabi and Bengali cuisines. 
Guests can enjoy an elaborate high tea 
and tea tasting session with the Tea 
Sommelier atthe charming Makaibari 
Tea Lounge. The elegant all-glass bar 
offersenchanting viewsofthetea gardens. 


the all-day 


“Taj Chia Kutir, the luxurious haven 
inthe Himalayas, offersmany immersive 
destination experiences. Guestscanenjoy 
pluckingandtastingtea atthe Makaibari 
TeaEstateornaturetrails withnaturalists 
in the hills. We look forward to bringing 
Taj’slegendary hospitality to the Queen 
of Hills,” stated Jitendra Lote, General 
Manager, Taj Chia Kutir Resort & Spa, 
Darjeeling. 

Flanked by hilly slopes, the resort 
isan idealdestination for elegantevents 
and intimate social gatherings. It will 
alsooffersignaturetherapiesandtreatments 
from Jiva; our spa brand deeply rooted 
inIndiantraditionsofhealing. Darjeeling, 
withitssweeping vistas ofthe Himalayas, 
towered over by the majestic 
Kangchenjunga, isapicturesque Indian 
hill station. 
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Kohli finds sledging “pointless” but Paine 
won'ttake “backward step” if need be 


ADELAIDE, DEC 16 /--/A 
pandemic- struck 2020 has 
taught people different 
things. For India captain 
Virat Kohli, ithas made him 
realise how "pointless" 
sledging is and he promised 
that "unnecessary stuff will 
be filtered out" during the 
upcoming Test series 
against Australia. His 
Australian counterpart Tim 
Paine, however, is ready to 
push the envelope if the 
game situation demands 
that. 

"I think this year 
(because of pandemic) also 
has made people realise a 
lot of things which might 
not have been necessary in 
the past where you hold 


erudges or you _ have 
unnecessary tension 
between teams or 
individuals, which is 


absolutely pointless," Kohli 
said on the eve of the 
opening Test, a day-nighter 
here. Paine, on his part, 
agreed that there isn'ta need 
to get aggressive but he and 
his men won't take a 
"backward step" if need 
arises. "Yeah, look, in terms 
of what goes on in the field, 
we'll have to wait and see," 
Paine said during his media 
interaction. 

"You certainly don't go 
into it planning to have run- 
ins or be overly aggressive 
or anything of that. We just 
sort of go out, try and 
execute our plans, firstly 
with our skill, with bat and 
ball." But on field, things do 
heat up at times, conceded 
Paine. And should that 
happen, "...there's no doubt 
that this team won't be 
taking a backward step." The 
Indian captain, however, 
feels that there is no need to 
get personal even if one 
were to get aggressive. "You 
still going to be professional 
and make sure that you are 
positive and aggressive in 
your body language and the 
way you go about the things 
on the field," he said. 

"But I don't think that 














I think this year (because of pandemic) also has made 
people realise a lot of things which might not have been 
necessary in the past where you hold grudges or you 


have unnecessary 


tension 


individuals, which is absolutely pointless 


things are going to be as 
personal as they used to be 
before, also because of the 
fact that we all understand 
that we are contributing toa 
larger cause and it's the 
quality, if cricket that has to 
stand out." But good on-field 
behaviour is a two-way 
street and Australia's 
controlled aggression after 
the 2018 ball-tampering 
scandal and_ relations 
developed due to IPL, has 
contributed largely to this 
aspect. "At the end of the 
day the unnecessary stuff, 
it's going to get filtered out 
pretty much by itself. 
"Yeah, it could be a 
culmination of playing a lot 
of IPL. Australia changing 
their approach to an extent, 
and also as I said just the 
way things have panned out 
this year, everyone is just 
grateful for the opportunity 
to be back on the field." 


between teams or 
-so== Virat Kohli 
Tension, stress and 


emotions are all part of 
high-intensity sport and it 
will be there but as one add 
years to life, they tend to 
realise what are the things 
that need to be curbed, said 
Kohli. "I hope that the 
cricket continues to be 
competitive and we should 
not compromise on the 
quality of cricket and 
banter is going to go on," he 
said. 

"There is going to be 
tension, there is going to be 
stress, there is going to be 
emotions flaring every now 
and then but I don't foresee 
anything getting personal 
anymore," he made it clear. 

"I think also all of us 
eetting smarter...so we are 
going to make better choices 
and smarter choices. But 
make sure that the quality 
of cricket remains same," he 
signed off. (PTI) 


Rahane will do atremendous 
job in my absence, says Kohli 


ADELAIDE, DEC 16 /--/ 
India captain Virat Kohlion 
Wednesday backed his 
deputy Ajinkya Rahane to 
"do a tremendous job" in 
leading the side once he 
goes on paternity leave after 
the first Test against 
Australia and described 
their relationship as the one 
built on "trust and mutual 
respect". 

Kohli will head home for 
the birth of his first child 
after the day-night game, 
starting on Thursday, 
leaving Rahane to captain 
the side in the remaining 
three Tests. 

"Well, firstly we had a lot 
of mutual understanding 
and respect over the years, 
we have had some great 
partnerships batting 
together which is based on 
trust and understanding on 
what needs to be done for 
the team," Kohli said when 
asked how he sees Rahane 
faring in his absence. He 
believes that both have 
been on the same page and 
know how this team 
functions. "Jinks has donea 
tremendous job in the two 
practice games, the tour 
games that have happened 
and he seems to be very 
composed and he knows the 
strengths of our team and 
how we need to go about 
things," he said. Kohli made 
it clear that Rahane will 
certainly follow the 
template set by him and 
there is no ambiguity as far 
as both of them are 
concerned. 

"...we already know the 
template that we play with 
and how we want to go about 
things, so we are absolutely 
on the same page andIam 
sure he will do a tremendous 
job in my absence as well," 
the skipper seemed very 
confident. As of now, Kohli 
is keen on setting up the 
base for Rahane_ to 
consolidate once he leaves. 

".,.the focus remains till 
the time I am here is to be 
able to provide, you know, 
captaincy and leadership 
and performances as a 
player to the best of my 
abilities and from then on, I 
am pretty confident that 
Jinks will doa tremendous 
job." Kohli is confident that 
Rahane will stand up to the 
occasion executing the 
collective vision of the team. 
"IT have said this previously 
as well that I feel like this is 




















KL Rahul and ViratK ohliatIndia’s piaing session vat the 
Adelaide Oval 


...we already know the template 
that we play with and howwewant 
to go about things, so we are 
absolutely onthe same page and 
lam sure hewilldoatremendous 
jobinmyabsenceas well 


his time to really step up 
and perform strongly as an 
individual and then as a 
captain as well," he said. 

"I think, he will do a 
great job when I am gone 
back home, so we are on the 


same page completely and 
the vision remains simply to 
put in good performances 
and make sure that we are 
competing every game and 
the idea is to win the series," 
he added. (PTI) 
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‘Test of Night Life’: India face 
Aussie might in Pink Ball affair 


ry 


ADELAIDE, DEC 16 /--/ A 
peerless Virat Kohli and his 
"fearless" India would look 
to unleash their might on an 
Australian team which is 
ready for revenge but not 
exactly in ‘pink of health' 
ahead of the first Day/Night 
Test starting here on 
Thursday. Media mogul 
Kerry Packer, while 
promoting his _ path- 
breaking 'World Series Day/ 
Night Test matches' on 
Channel 9 back in late 
1970s, had an unforgettable 
caption "Big Boys Play At 
Night". 

Even in 2020, there 
couldn't have been a more 
appropriate catch-line fora 
series where Kohli's 
magnificence meets its 
match in Steve Smith's 
manic consistency, 
Cheteshwar Pujara's 
doggedness challenged bya 
much younger Marnus 
Labuschagne, ready to show 
the world that he isn't a one- 
season wonder. All this 
would be under lights at the 
Adelaide Oval. And then 
there are those mean fast 
men on both sides aiming to 
instill the fear of pink ball 
in twilight zone, creating all 
sorts of doubts in the 
batsmen's minds. A Josh 
Hazlewood versus 
Mohammed Shami will be 
as enticing a sub-plot as 
Jasprit Bumrah bowling 
those yorkers in reply to Pat 
Cummins’ barrage of 
bouncers. With a workhorse 
like Ishant Sharma missing 
from Indian ranks and the 
enforcer David Warner 
absent in the Australian 
line-up, the teams are 
evenly placed in terms of 
strength. However, there 
will certainly be some 
distinct home advantage for 
Australia along with the 
experience of playing more 
Day/Night Tests. A day/ 
night Test match has its own 
little grammar where 
batsmen are expected to 
attack in the first session 
while bowlers are at their 
peak once the sun sets, 
allowing the pink 
kookaburra to pick its pace 
up. Never has an Indian 
team been so spoilt for 
choices with multiple 
options in place for various 
positions. But Indian 
skipper Virat Kohli made it 
clear that Shubman Gill and 
KL Rahul will have to wait 
for their chances with the 
management deciding to 
stick to an out-of-form 
Prithvi Shaw in the opening 
slot. 

"Shubman hasn't got 
opportunities at this level 
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Cheteshwar Pujara and others warm up before a training session, Adelaide 


yet in Test cricket, so as and 
when he gets an opportunity 
it will be great to see how he 
goes about things, because 
he is avery, very confident 
young man," Kohli said on 
the eve of the game. "Prithvi 
has performed at the Test 
level, but he will be playing 
in Australia for the first 
time. So, I think it is very 
exciting to see his progress 
as well." Can Rahul be fitted 
in the team at some stage? 

"KL is obviously a 
quality player and hence he 
has been included back into 
the Test squad and you 
know we have to see what 
combinations suits the 
balance of the team best," 
skipper's statement stressed 
that Hanuma Vihari, with 
his part-time off-breaks, is 
the choice for now. For the 
much-speculated 
wicketkeeper's Slot, 
Wriddhiman Saha was 
preferred over the 
explosive but’ erratic 
Rishabh Pant. In the build- 
up to the series, Saha's fifty 
in the red-ball first-class 
match was achieved ina 
tougher setting than Pant's 
73-ball 100 under lights 
against a second string 
Australia A attack. Also, 
Umesh Yadav predictably, 
after his good show in the 
practice game, got his place 
in the side as the third pacer. 
On Tuesday, India's top 
batters were being troubled 
by Thangarasu Natarajan's 
incoming deliveries with 
pink kookaburra at the 
Adelaide nets. 

If Natarajan, at 130- 
plus, can trouble them so 
much, then Mitchell Starc, 
the world's top wicket-taker 
in pink ball Tests, can be 


ATK Mohun Bagan return to 
winning ways, down FCGoa 1-0 














MARGAO, DEC 16 /--/ Roy Krishna sucks a late goal from 
a penalty as ATK Mohun Bagan beat FC Goa by a solitary 
goal to return to winning ways in the Indian Super League 


here on Wednesday. 


All the action centred around the last 10 minutes in the 
intriguing clash and it was the Fijian star forward who 
found the back of the net from a penalty in the 85th minute 
to seal three points for the Mariners in a dramatic fashion. 
It was FC Goa's inexperienced substitute Aiban Dohling 
who conceded the soft penalty, bringing down Krishna 
inside the box, which changed the fate of the match. This 
happened just five minutes after Carl McHugh brought 
down Jorge Mendoza with a nudge but referee Rahul 
Kumar Gupta waved away FC Goa players' appeals fora 
penalty. Credit should also be given to ATKMB goalkeeper 
Arindam Bhattacharja who stood tall with some delightful 
saves to ensure a clean slate. The win took ATKMB to 
second spot with 13 points from six matches, level with 
Mumbai City FC who are ahead on goal difference. This was 
ATKMB's first win in three matches as they had slipped 
behind following their loss to Jamshedpur FC and a draw 
against Hyderabad FC after they had started off with three 
back-to-back wins. It was an intense, cagey and tactical 
first-half of football from both the sides but neither could 
break the deadlock. The Mariners looked the better side 
and had the best chance of the first-half in the 40th minute 
but Williams' powerful left-footer rattled off the upright. 
The Gaurs, on the other hand, were unable to breach 
ATKMB's defence and test Bhattacharja. After the break, FC 
Goa had their first chance in the 57th minute when Alberto 
Noguera came close inside the box but his header was denied 
by Bhattacharja diving to his left. The Juan Ferrando- 
coached side stepped up the intensity, pressing ISL's all-time 
top Indian assist provider Brandon Fernandes into the attack 
in the 65th minute. But the Mariners' defence stayed 
compact and parried all the attacks before the penalty in 
favour of ATKMB which broke the deadlock. (PTI) 


menacing. At times, less 
options make it easier to 
choose and Kohli would 
hope that he has made the 
right choices so. that 
Ajinkya Rahane can help 
India do an encore once he 
takes a break. (PTT) 
Squads: 

India (playing XI): Virat 
Kohli (captain), Mayank 
Agarwal, Prithvi Shaw, 
Cheteshwar Pujara, 
Ajinkya Rahane (vc), 
Hanuma Vihari, 
Wriddhiman Saha (wk), 
Ravichandra Ashwin, 
Mohammed Shami, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Umesh 
Yadav. 

Australia: Tim Paine 
(captain & wicketkeeper), 
Joe Burns, Pat Cummins, 
Cameron Green, Marcus 
Harris, Josh Hazlewood, 


Travis Head, Moises 
Henriques, Marnus 
Labuschagne, Nathan 


Lyon, Michael Neser, 
James Pattinson, Steven 
Smith, Mitchell Starc, 
Mitchell Swepson, 
Matthew Wade. 
Match Starts at 
9:30 am IST. 


Grab Your ViVO 

















Tim Paine and Joe Burns at Australia's training session 
ahead of the first Test, Adelaide 
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